
     

 
DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS MEETING MINUTES 

WESTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Dr. Steve Taylor at 1:35 pm, Sept. 21, 2011, NS 122 
 
In attendance:  Steve Taylor, Karen Bledsoe, Sarah Boomer, Bryan Dutton, Elizabeth Martin, Kristin 
Latham, Amy Harwell, Mike LeMaster, Michael Baltzley, Erin Baumgartner, Karen Haberman, Ava 
Howard, Jeff Templeton, Piper Muller-Warrant, Spence Russell,  Matthew Ciancetta, Patty Flatt, Marzio 
Leban, Avery Cotton, Karen Brown, Rahim Kazerouni, Scott Burton, Laurie Burton, Arlene Courtney, 
Don Ellingson, Hamid Behmard, Matthew Nabity, Breeann Flesch, Grant Smith, Julie Grammer, Jeff 
Snyder, Niki Winslow. 
 
I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

New faculty and Staff:  Biology – Michael Baltzley, Amy Harwell; Chemistry – Marzio Leban; 
Mathematics:  Breeann Flesh, Matthew Nabity, Matthew Ciancetta. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
III. APPROVAL OF JUNE 2011 MINUTES 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS / REMINDERS  

a. NSM Division Welcome Back Potluck, Airlie Winery, Fri. Sept. 30, 2011; 5-8 PM. 
b. NSM Division Chair Signatures: NS104 “Analog” Signature Box + E-signature available. 
c. Admissions Status Report – WOU enrollment + 4.6% admitted students for Fall 2011. 
d. Course Syllabi Archive – electronic documents to Niki for Fall Term. 
e. Annual Reporting Process: Faculty Annual Reports Due to Dept.+Division Chairs June 30, 

2012; Dept. Reports Due to Division Chair July 20, 2012; Division Report Due to Dean 
August 10, 2012.  Non-Tenure Track faculty do Annual reports as well.  Please submit to 
Steve, with cc to dept. head. 

f. WOU Office of Admissions 2011-2012 Recruitment Dates (see attached): Fall Preview Day I 
Oct 15, Fall Preview Day II Nov. 12, Winter Preview Day I Jan. 21, Winter Preview Day II 
Feb. 11, Spring Preview Day April 28, SOAR: June 22, July 13-14, July 28. 

g. Fall Field Trips – 1 12-passenger van for month of October; Spring 2 vans for April-May. 
h. 2011-2012 NSM Meeting Schedule (see attached): Fall Meetings NS122 3:30 PM 
i. Chain of Communication: Faculty/Staff - Dept. Chair - Div. Chair -Dean – Provost -President 
j. Niki Report – Winter Schedule Corrections + 2012-13 Schedules; 2011-12 calendar of 

events; NSM902 and NSM922 Procurement Cards on hiatus until April 2012. 
 
V. INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

a. NS201 Remodel / Technology Upgrade completed.  There has been discussion of having an 
electronic “clicker” rental for students.  Mark Lane of the Bookstore would manage rental 
process.  There is also discussion of rental of TI calculators at $25-$30 per term from the 
bookstore. 

b. NS114 Smart-lab installation in Oct. queue with Telecomm and Physical Plant; equipment 
purchased via Division funds, AIC, Student Tech Fee.  Chem. Faculty facilitator needed. 

c. Computer lab / classroom upgrades to Windows 7; new color printers; division lap tops 
d. NSM Division Equipment Purchase and Remodeling Plans due on Nov. 1, 2011 to Taylor 
e. AIC:  low-probability of opportunity funding requests in 2011-12. 
f. New Science Annex Project approved; high campus priority for this biennium. Action list: 

architect bid/selection, fund raising, new building design, old building planning.  They can’t 
sell bonds until 2013.  OUS has an internal bank account from which it can front funds.  



     

Tommy Love is the new Foundation Director who will be fund-raising. 
 

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Finalize 2011-2012 Committee Assignments (see attached) 
b. NWCCU Accreditation Process – “campus conversation” continues on.  Bryan indicated 

there would be a meeting Friday where the committee can recommend changes.  Wanda 
wants feedback (see the Provost’s webpage). 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
VIII. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Report (Dept. Budgets / Division S&S Pending Finalization) 
-Telecomm charges for network/phone connections no centralized 
-Telecomm charge-back method discontinued, NSM902 S&S Reduced Accordingly 

b. Faculty Senate      
c. Faculty Development Committee:  deadline for first round of travel is most likely November 

18th (the Friday closest to 11/16/11). 
d. Academic Infrastructure Committee  
e. AFT/WOU Faculty Union – Scott Burton reporting.  The new contract appears to be pretty 

well put together.  You can view at the Provost’s site.  It appears with Faculty Dev. that two 
events (travel) will be funded.  Winter term is for major funding. 

f. Curriculum Committee 
g. Academic Requirements Committee 
h. PRC/Tenure and Promotion (Files Due in Nov.) 
i. Building Committee (Div. + Dept. Chairs) 
j. PURE/Academic Showcase:  5/31/12.  The committee needs coordinators. 
 

IX. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm. 
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