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Division of Natural Sciences & Mathematics Division meeting minutes 
September 22, 2010; NS 122 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair, Steve Taylor, at 10:35 am. 
In attendance:  Mike LeMaster, Erin Baumgartner, Karen Kaberman, Kristin Latham, Sarah 
Boomer, Jeff Myers, Scott Macdonald, Karen Bledsoe, Bryan Dutton, Patty Flatt, Ava Howard, Jeff 
Templeton, Avery Cotton, Ray Dandeneau, Klay Kruczek, KC Walsh, Laurie Burton, Scott Beaver, 
Sheryl Beaver, Rahim Kazerouini, Grant Smith, Julie Grammer, Piper Mueller-Warrant, D on 
Ellingson, Jeff Snyder, Karen Brown, Bill Schoenfeld, Phil Wade, Niki Winslow.  
 

I. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Faculty and staff introduced themselves with a mention of focus area.  New faculty 
introduced were Elizabeth Martin in Biology and Ray Dandeneau in Chemistry. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – approved 

 
III. APPROVAL OF JUNE 2010 MINUTES 

Minutes were approved with following amendments:  Mike Ward was in attendance.  
Bryan Dutton, not Cheryl is on the PURE committee.   

 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS / REMINDERS 

a. NSM Division Welcome Back Potluck, Fri October 1, 2010 at a private facility off 
Airlie Road, “Ron’s Pond”, beginning around 5:30.  Indoor and outdoor facilities 
available to be flexible for the weather.  Food theme for this gathering is “Comfort 
Food”.  Friends and family are invited as well, facility is very kid friendly.  A guided 
rafting trip is planned the following day on the Santiam, leaving campus at 11:00 am.    
Sign-up sheets will be in the mailroom, please respond by Friday on the raft trip. 

 
b. NSM Division Chair Signatures:  NS 104 “Analog” Signature Box + e-signature 

available.  Steve has capability to do e-signatures for emergencies such as grants, etc.  
We will not implement this at this time on the Registrar’s course substitution forms.   

 
c. Admissions Status Report – WOU enrollment shows 11% increase for fall 2010.  See 

page 8 of the meeting handouts for Fall Admission Summary for Sept 3. 
 

d. Course Syllabi Archive – please submit fall (and summer) syllabi to Niki via email 
attachments per naming instructions that will be sent out again. 

 
e. Provost’s WOU Academic Program Proposal Form (new) – see page 9 of handout.  

Administration would like to see a net start-up profit of $600,000 from student credit 
hours if new programs are proposed. 

 
f. WOU Office of Admissions 2010-2011 Recruitment dates – see page 10 handout. 

 
g. Fall Field Trips – a 12 passenger van has been reserved to be on campus beginning 

September 27.  Sign-up sheet for van use is on the wall in Niki’s office. 
 

h. 2010-2011 NSM Meeting Schedule – see handout page 11.  Meeting location to be 
determined, courses have filled the time slots in both NS and MNB buildings. 

 
i. Chain of Communication:  Faculty/Staff – Dept. Chair. – Division Chair – Dean – 

Provost – President.  For example, use of the Wellness Center communication as an 
example of what to directly communicate outside the division or to run strictly 
through the listed chain of communication. 
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j. Niki Report – Winter Schedule corrections were due to Niki Monday, September 20, 
two of the four departments have responded as of the 22nd.   Niki requests schedulers 
keep in mind that spring corrections, summer schedule and all of 2011-2012 
schedule are all due in January at the beginning of a new term and to be prepared to 
have the schedules submitted by the request dates. 

 
V. INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 

a. NS 004 Remodel /Technology upgrade – 95% complete.  Bryan gave a brief 
overview; the long-term goal for NS 004 is for use in instruction.  New cabinets have 
been installed for secure specimens. 

 
b. NS 114 and NS 201 Smart-lab requests in queue with UCS / Student Tech Fee; 

unknown status.  Quotes for NS 201 have been $25,000 for conversion to a smart 
room, $35,000 for the remodel.  No plans are in place at this time for any action. 

 
c. NS 103 Lecture Room Remodel – there is general agreement within the division that 

the room could use an upgrade.  Prospects and status of that decision within the 
physical plant are unknown at this time.   

 
d. NSM Division Equipment Purchase and Remodeling plans are due on November 1, 

2010 to Dr. Taylor.  Dr. Taylor met with the Provost this summer, he appreciates our 
plan updates, wish-list organization. 

 
Mathematics would like to have a new building wing.  They have one shared office 

fall and winter terms.  The physical plant will be starting a new policy when equipment 
is ordered that requires special wiring.  the division needs to budget for the wiring costs 
and equipment for emergency power outages and not expect that the expense will come 
out of physical plant budget. 

 
e. AIC:  Mark Weiss has allotted $200,000 for opportunity funding requests in 2010-11.  

This past year we received funds for cabinets, microscopes, Patty’s equipment.  
Karen Brown requested the purchase of more classroom response devices. 

 
f. STFC technology fund still exists, Bill Kernan, Director has approximately $1 M to 

use in funding.  Student fees no longer fund this, it is derived directly from tuition. 
 

g. Sept. 2010 Administrative Declaration:  “We need a new science building” per Dr. 
Minahan at the beginning of the year address.  Laurie (planning committee) said it 
was her understanding that a new science building is not high on the list.  It appears 
the President has moved it up the list.   

 
VI. OLD BUSINESS   

 
a. Cat McGrew, chair of the Joint Committee on Faculty Evaluations, is calling for a 

representative from the divisions to be on the committee to evaluate and recommend 
an evaluation “tool”.  See page 12 of the handout.  Steve asked Niki to comment on 
the SIR evaluation process that happened spring term, 2010.  Per Niki:  there was 
discussion to have the evaluations done on-line, thus the SIR process was not in 
place for spring term.  At the last minute, it was decided that the paper SIRs would 
have to be done.  In their haste, the Provost’s office made a mistake in printing 
envelope labels, which ultimately created packets totally off in count, room listings, 
etc. etc.  The very incorrect packets were made available to the divisional 
Administrative Program Assistants the Friday before Memorial Day Holiday, and 
evaluations were to begin the following Tuesday morning.  This meant Piper 
(delaying her dinner plans) and Niki (with her broken shoulder) working late Friday 
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evening and many, many hours of re-doing the packets prior to Tuesday morning.  In 
stead of the usual three weeks provided for evaluation completion, the divisions had 
four days, the last week of classes to complete the evaluations and for Niki to 
prepare the packets for delivery to the Provost’s office.  Not a happy experience to 
say the least and hopefully one never to be repeated.   Niki thanks Piper and Pete for 
their assistance in this endeavor. 
Mike Ward and Erin Baumgartner comprise NSM reps. to the new SIR campus 
committee. 

 
b.  Finalize 2010-2011 Committee Assignments  

 The changes to committee assignments was completed. 
 

c. Annual Reporting Process:  Faculty Annual Reports (Due:  June 15, 2011); 
Department Reports (Due:  July 22, 2011); Division Report (Due:  August 8, 2011).  
Steve commented on the report for 2010 and the extremely high level of productivity 
evident in the Natural Sciences and Mathematics Division. 

 
d. Department Web pages need to be updated.  Klay has volunteered to do this work 

with approval from the departments.  Bryan has been working on the Biology page.  
Ron Swartzendruber is the campus web person. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. NWCCU Accreditation Process – Core Themes Review.  Bryan provided a power 

point handout on Core Themes.  There was some discussion about the wording that 
students would “create” knowledge.  It was felt that a better suggestion would be that 
all students are involved in research.  This would be a rewording under “Learning 
Objectives”.   Wanda in the Provost’s office is to submit suggested ideas.  Now is the 
time to comment if people have suggestions.  There needs to be more LAS 
participation in this process, there are many more COE participants at this time than 
LAS, and LAS now comprises 70% of the university. 

 
Steve asked if there could be a motion to go over time for the meeting by 10 mintues, 
and to move Union Business to this spot as Scott Beaver has to leave.  It was moved and 
seconded to do so. 

 
VIII. REPORTS 

 
a. AFT/WOU Faculty Union report – Scott Beaver 

Candidates for the current bargaining team are Scott, chair, and Jeff Myers, Bryan 
Dutton, and Philip Wade requesting to represent NTT faculty.  The group will meet 
three to four times in the fall to distill the issues.  Bargaining begins the first week of 
February.  There is one past item up for discussion, the FTE lab equivalents.  
Currently the wording pertains to tenured faculty, and labs with a preparator being 
¾:1, without 1:1.  The wording does not mention NTT.  Since there are no math 
preparators, math feels labs should be 1:1.  The union would like to make wording 
pertain to all faculty, NTT as well. 
Steve says a thank you to Scott and the bargaining team for the work they will be 
doing. 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED 

 
b. WOU Business Office Procedures / Highlight / Review  - see page 14 of handout.  

Of note, completion of the pre-travel authorization invokes University insurance 
coverage.  A question for Darin is – are students covered in their own vehicles? 
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Laurie asked about using catering and serving of food on campus.  There is a waiver 
form that if completed allows other food to be served at university sponsored events. 

 
c. Philosophical Question:  Do we proactively charge NSM Building Committee to 

investigate concept of constructing a new science building?  Or wait to see and 
believe?  Consensus seems to be that this process would probably not proceed very 
quickly (planning and constructing a new building), but we will have a building 
committee. 
Ava mentioned greenhouse renovations, Steve said that should come under the 
November 1 infrastructure requests. 

  
d. NSM Division Chair 3-year term renewal; fall 2010 – PRC review; recommendation, 

division vote/ratification (Taylor requests 3-year renewal as chair and PRC review). 
 

VIII. REPORTS CONTINUED 
 

a.NSM Budget Report (dept. budgets have been in place since July 1, 2010.  See page 15 
of handouts. 

 
b. Faculty Senate – Cheryl Beaver reporting: 

*The membership makeup of the Curriculum Committee was updated to include just 
one representative from the division of Teacher Education instead of two.  DTE now 
has the same representation as every other division. 
*The membership makeup of the Honors Committee was updated.  A seat was added 
for the college of education and they now have one representative from DTE and one 
fro HPE or SPE.  The At-large seats are now division specific to divisions that don’t 
have permanent seats.  The freshman honor seat was eliminated. 
*The add/drop form was updated.  The check boxes are now different so read 
carefully before checking boxes and signing. 
*The library has new book return/refund guidelines. 

 
Laurie said course proposals for the catalog will be due January 11, 2011. 
Bryan – Academic Excellence Showcase will be May 26, 2011. 

 
There were no other committee reports. 

 
IX. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 pm. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 






































