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Division of Natural Sciences & Mathematics Division meeting minutes 
October 5, 2010; HSS 334 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:38 pm.  In attendance:  Sarah 
Boomer, Mike Ward, Hamid Behmard, Ava Howard, Bryan Dutton, Karen Haberman, Kristin Latham, 
Bill Schoenfeld, Laurie Burton, Klay Kruczek, Jeff Myers, Jeff Templeton, Cheryl Beaver, Arlene 
Courtney, Patty Flatt, Pete Poston, Steve Taylor, Niki Winslow. 
 

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – approved 
 

II. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 2010 MINUTES – approved 
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS 
 

a. Post-Tenure Review / Promotion and Tenure Files (Due:  3rd Friday in Nov. 11/19/10).  
Klay will chair the PRC this year. 

b. Sabbatical requests / proposals (“pink form” due in Dean’s office Dec. 15) 
c. Spring 2011 schedule revisions and summer 2001 schedule due to Niki on Jan. 3, 2010 

(due to Dean on Jan. 15); 2011-2012 schedule due to Niki on Jan. 7, 2011 (due to Dean 
on Jan. 21).  Fall class syllabi repository:  send via email attachment fall syllabi to Niki 
ASAP (named:  course number syl instructor name term  (i.e. Bi101sylBledsoe2010_01) 
for fall, 2010_02 winter, 2010_03 spring, 2010_00 summer. 

d. Fall Preview Day I – Sat. October 30; Fall Preview Day II Nov. 13 
e. Annual Reporting Process:  Faculty Annual Reports (Due:  June 15, 2011) 
f. Department equipment-remodeling-infrastructure plans due Nov. 1 to Division Chair.   
g. Niki announcements:  Niki will review schedule due dates given above.  Adherence to 

schedules is important due to short turn-around dates.  Schedules are always accepted 
(and appreciated) prior to due dates as well.  

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

 
a. Review / finalize 2010-2011 Committee Assignments (Fac. Senator replacement needed 

for fall term, 2010)  see page 6 of handout.  Pete has a time conflict, position will remain 
open (Note: Kristin Latham has stepped in as temporary replacement for fall term). 

b. Continued call for new curriculum / program proposals.  The dean is interested in hearing 
about new program ideas of tracking students, revenue, any large ideas. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS  see handout page 7 

 
a. 2010-2011 Library Budgeting Process for Science and Mathematics areas.  The Library 

purchases journal articles per article rather than the entire journal now, approximately 
$15 per journal article.  Inter-library loans cost between $25-$30 each.  Laurie asked 
about student access to materials if that is the case.  The question also came up about 
books, tapes, etc. and Chem abstracts.  Questions should be directed to Camilla.  The 
Summit service is shared, but does not include journals. 

b. Philosophical question revisited regarding the President’s comment about a new science 
building.  Per Laurie from the master plan discussion, building issues were in this order:  
1.  Todd Hall, 2. Retro COE.  A new science building was not a priority.  According to 
the President it is.  The division will not act on discussing plans at this time as the time-
line is very indefinite. 
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c. Revised sabbatical application process (pending from Provost’s office) (see pages 8-10 of 
handout – Provost’s draft of forms in addition to the pink sabbatical request forms.  
According to the Dean’s office figures, Sabbatical “costs” for 2007-2008 - $27,000; 
2008-2009 - $101,822; 2009-2010 + $2,321.  It is not known how these figures were 
determined, Steve is requesting a copy of the spreadsheet from Kathy.  This generated 
considerable discussion.  Questions arose regarding CBA guidelines, OUS statements.  
To date, sabbaticals issues have not been a line item in the budget.  It is possible in the 
future sabbaticals could be denied if seen as an expense instead of an investment.  The 
Provost is asking for comments, he will use in December.  Steve needs feedback by next 
week regarding this issue.  Points were made regarding the spreadsheet, that you can’t 
predict what a sabbatical will cost without knowing who will cover courses, etc. 

d.  Special projects requests for LAS funding of faculty-student opportunities (2010-2011 yr) 
(travel, meetings, honor societies, etc.).  Special projects list due to Division chair 
November 1, $500-$2500 range.  Faculty considering student travel costs should ask 
about reimbursement there.  Have list to Steve by 11/1.  This is from the Dean’s 
discretionary fund. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a.  NSM budget update – see page 11.  Everything on track at this point. 
b. Faculty Senate – no meeting held 
c. Faculty Development Committee – Hamid:  due datse are about the same as last year.  

Julie Harding should be providing applications this week.  Application may be made on 
line as well.  Category 4 is work load reassignment.  Last year the divisions only utilized 
9 of the 18 possible slots.  Applications made at this time will apply to the 2011-2012 
school year.  Release time is only allowed for research.  Hamid is chair of this committee.  
Ava’s second application got lost last year.  Please submit applications to Hamid or 
Arlene so they can cross-check for complete lists. 

d. AFT/WOU – haven’t met yet 
e. Curriculum Committee – no report 
f. Academic Requirements Committee – no report 
g. Ad Hoc Report – NWCCU Core Themes Update – the division made the suggestion of a 

language change to “students create knowledge” in the Provost’s office Core Themes 
proposals. 

h. PRC:  Klay Kruczek chair, will meet in near future. 
i. Academic Infrastructure Committee – no report 
j. PURE / Academic Showcase – May 26, 2011 
k. Other:  WEB page update.  Klay looked at web pages, and is recommending some edits.  

Steve suggested we start with the division page.   
Sarah:  on Bio retreat:  by Oct. 15 the biology dept will submit curriculum changes that 
will impact enrollment management.  Sarah will submit changes 10/16 to the division 
curriculum committee – Dutton, Kazerouni, Burton, Schoenfeld.  Sarah will submit a 
summary statement to Steve. 
Travel for students:  faculty can request funding from the Dean.  Steve will speak with 
Darin regarding insurance coverage. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:36 pm. 

  
 

 


























