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Natural Sciences and Mathematics Division Meeting, October 6, 2009      MNB 222 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:35 pm 
 
In attendance:  Steve Taylor, Sarah Boomer, Erin Baumgartner, Ava Howard, Klay Kruczek, 
Mary Beisiegel, Scott Beaver, Laurie Burton, Don Ellingson, Rahim Kazerouni, Patty Flatt, 
Sam Cole, Bryan Dutton, Mike LeMaster, Karen Haberman, Niki Winslow. 
 

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA   
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the agenda. 

 
II. MODIFICATIONS/APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2009 MINUTES 

Bryan mentioned that “Disability Services” should be listed as the Office of 
Disability Services.   
Laurie has been working on an on-line form for communicating with the ODS 
regarding their services. 
It was noted that Erin started her service on her committee in 2008. 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the minutes with these 
corrections from the September 25 meeting (see pgs 2-6 of handout). 

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMINDERS 

a. Post – Tenure Review / Promotion and Tenure Files are due:  3rd Friday in Nov. 
11/20/09. 

b. Sabbatical requests /proposals (“pink form” submitted in triplicate during fall 
term, due to the Dean Dec. 15) 

c. Spring and summer 2010 revisions and schedule are due to Niki the first 
Wednesday (Dec. 16)  following finals week of fall term; the 2010-2011 
schedule will be due to Niki on January 4 (due to Dean January 21). 

d. Fall class syllabi repository:  send electronic syllabi to Niki if NS courses, to 
Sharyne if math, ASAP.  These should be named as follows:  course number 
syl 2009_01 Faculty Last Name for fall of 2009. 

e. Fall 2009 Department Assessment Reports Due to NSM Division Chair Friday, 
Dec. 4 (draft template handed out at Sept. 23, 2009 meeting).  Steve will get 
more information on what is being requested.  EPS will modify what they did 
for this year. 

f. Fall Preview Day I – Saturday, October 17; new time – 9:20-10:40 
g. Department equipment-remodeling-infrastructure plans due Nov. 1.  

Departments should forward requests directly to Steve Taylor. 
Laurie asked if this covers special expenses like the Sonia Kovalesky day.  It 
should be followed up on that to see if it would be acceptable under the 
special requests funds. 
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h.  NS Hall E-Display content – continued call for faculty-student-dept. digital                                 
displays/videos.  Bring items to Steve if you would like to include them in the 
display. 
i. Niki / Office Coordinator announcements – 2010 – 2011 Schedule due date 

considerations:  three different schedules are due to the Dean within a week 
and at the beginning of a new term.  Please turn in schedules/corrected 
schedules to Niki by the requested dates – it is a short turn around time in 
December/January for this work. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a.  Final committee assignments:  Mike LeMaster is chair of PRC, Laurie Burton 
was previously.  Laurie stated she had materials to hand off to Mike.  Bill 
Schoenfeld, Cheryl Beaver, Pete Poston and Steve Taylor are also on the PRC 
committee.  We have a three-day turn-around to get 2nd year files to the Dean. 
b.   NSM LACC Committee:  Explicit position statement needed on science and 
math content in the LACC and general ed.  Jeff Templeton was not at this 
meeting to comment.  Erin said the last meeting was scuddled until a future time.  
She is going to say that NSM is not comfortable with changes until an 
assessment has been completed.  Bryan was at the faculty senate meeting, said 
there was no mention of a review process.  Erin communicated to Tom Bergeron 
that she would want to see an assessment before proposing changes to the 
curriculum.  Math is considered to be in the General Ed category and not LACC.  
Mathematics courses are considered a requirement for graduation and are listed 
with Computer Science courses in the BA/BS program requirements choices.  
The committee will develop a position statement to have ready when topic comes 
up for discussion, Erin agreed to take the lead. Bryan totally supports the 
National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) statement about teaching lab-
based science courses. Erin thinks this is a good idea and will talk to the 
committee and follow-up with Jeff. 
c.  Division travel funds proposal process (due dates, forms, contacts, etc.) -  
Historically division travel funds have been distributed following the faculty 
development travel award announcements.  Last year there was a low rate of 
travel funding application during fall term, spring term proved to be the highest 
application rate ever.  Faculty can send in two travel applications to Faculty 
Development in the fall, one may be funded and it is possible the other will carry 
over to spring term.  Diane Baxter is the chair of the Faculty Development 
committee.  The deadline for applications will probably be mid-November.  The 
date is most likely posted on the Provost’s website.  The first Faculty 
Development Committee meeting is October 21, 2009. 
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V. NEW BUSINESS 
a. LAS Graduate Program Advisory Committee – Need for NSM Division 

Representative? 
Steve asked if there is any interest in serving on this committee.  The Dean is 
trying to convene a LAS Graduate Advisory Committee to interact with the 
Graduate program.  History and the Criminal Justice departments have graduate 
programs.  The Dean has asked for nominations.  (Mary Beisiegel stated that she 
was interested after the meeting. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update – see page 8 of the handout.  Klay asked when the funds 
are released to the departments.  The money is available as of July 1, which is 
the beginning of the fiscal year. 

b. FACULTY SENATE – will meet next Tuesday. 
c. Faculty Development Committee – see above comments in Old Business. 
d. AFT/WOU Faculty Union – the current contract has been extended until 

February.  Possibly a new contract will be settled in January.  Our division was 
allowed four promotions.  Scott stated that there is a perception among 
Administration that since WOU is reasonably well-off financially, that were 
we to settle now with a contract which provided faculty with better terms 
than corresponding contracts at other OUS institutions, WOU might find 
itself in a less favorable position next year in terms of distributions of funds 
from within OUS.  The WOUFT Bargaining Team concurs.   

e. Curriculum Committee – Laurie reported that it looks good for getting the 
online curriculum proposal process in place for release at the 10/13 faculty 
senate meeting.  Approvals will be part of an automated system.  Steve asked 
about the order of approvals and printing capabilities.  Laurie said she would 
check the forms for approval order and that the html view of submitted 
proposals could easily be printed.  The new format is an automated system via 
the WOU Portal. Curriculum items go through electronically, in LAS, to 
department head, division chair, division curriculum committee and then to 
the campus curriculum or graduate committee. Follow Up Note: The order is 
correct, the paper forms have division chair signatures prior to division 
curriculum chair signatures.   

f. Academic Requirements Committee – Klay – states they have not yet met this 
year. 

g. LACC Review Committee – see notes in Old Business about the science position 
regarding LACC requirements. 



 5 

h. PRC:  LeMaster is Chair; clarification – Associates may apply for full 
professor at the beginning of their 5th year as Associate.  Mike suggested 
faculty follow the CBA in building their promotion files. 

i. AIC – Sarah has sent an email trying to determine what the AIC has the 
power to do.  They will be looking at the spring report in a week.  Discussion of 
the E displays came up, others would like to see them across campus if the 
budgets allow.  Education is not happy with their amount of equipment funds 
compared to ours.  Bryan stated that in 2007 President Minahan gave 
significant authority to AIC regarding campus infrastructure decisions. 
In terms of use of funds, Hilda uses the Education Supplies and Services 
budget for other things. Klay asked if there is still a Tech fee.  Apparently 
there is no faculty representation on how the tech fee is apportioned, it is in 
the general budget so no oversight.  Bill Kernan has access to all of the tech 
fee. Education did purchase laptops through the PT3 grant, which Bill is not 
replacing as the computers become outdated.  Bryan related that the Provost 
gave a presentation at Faculty Senate last January and indicated that aboaut 
$1,000,000 had been distributed to various projects / acquisitions based on 
AIC recommendations. 

j. PURE / Academic Showcase – is being held Thursday, May 27, 2010 – plan  
accordingly. 

 
There was a motion to adjourn, which was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.  The 
room emptied at 4:30 PM. 

    
   

 


















