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NOVEMBER 2011 MEETING MINUTES 
DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS 

WESTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
 

November 1, 2011; NS122  3:35 PM  
 
I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

In attendance:  Sarah Boomer, Kristin Latham, Karen Haberman, Bryan Dutton, Jeff Myers, Jeff 
Templeton, Matt Ciancetta, Breeann Flesch, Patty Flatt, Arlene Courtney, Rahim Kazerouni, Don 
Ellingson, Julie Grammer, Scott Beaver, Hamid Behmard, Steve Taylor, Niki Winslow. 
ARC discussion was moved to New Business as requested by Jeff Templeton.  The Agenda was 
approved as amended. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER MINUTES.  Minutes were approved as written. 
 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. Post-Tenure Review / Promotion and Tenure Files (Due: 3rd Friday in Nov.  11/18/11).  It is suggested that 
new faculty talk with colleagues regarding file requirements. 

b. Sabbatical requests / proposals; (OUS “pink form” + Provost Supplement to Div. Chair / Dean by 12/15/11).  
Scott felt that is not an instructor’s responsibility to arrange for course coverage when they are on sabbatical.  
Bryan asked what is currently in the CBA regarding this.  Scott said he thinks it leaves leeway to demand 
coverage as the responsibility of faculty. 

c. Spring 2011 schedule revisions, summer 2011 schedule, 2011-12 schedule  due to Niki early January 2012  
d. Annual Reporting Process: Faculty Annual Reports Due to Dept.+Division Chairs June 30, 2012; 

Dept. Reports Due to Division Chair July 20, 2012; Division Report Due to Dean August 10, 2012 
e. WOU Office of Admissions 2011-2012 Recruitment Dates: Fall Preview Day II Nov. 12, Winter 

Preview Day I Jan. 21, Winter Preview Day II Feb. 11, Spring Preview Day April 28, SOAR: June 
22, July 13-14, July 28. 

f. Chain of Communication: Faculty/Staff - Dept. Chair - Div. Chair –Dean-Provost –President 
g. Department Infrastructure Plans Due to Division Chair Nov. 1 (today).  There are not a lot of funds 

but we should have a plan of requests ready just in case there is an opportunity to request funding. 
h. Faculty Development Grants: Travel I Friday, November 4; Research Jan. 27, 2012; Travel II and 

Reassignment April 9, 2012 (note: NEW! online submission process http://www.wou.edu/provost/ 
faculty_development.php) 

i. NSM Division Travel Supplement Deadlines: Nov. 22, 2011 and April 25, 2011 (following last year pattern).  
Jeff Templeton will send out travel request forms. 

j. AIC Equipment and Low-Cost Remodel Proposals Due Nov. 11, 2011.  Basically, there is no funding.  Tricia 
signs off on computer hardware purchases; Tom Neal and Tricia on rooms; Erin should ask Gay Timkin where 
the upgrade of NS 123 fits into an overall plan. 

i.    Niki / Office Coordinator announcements:  no announcements. 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a. NS201 Remodel / Technology Upgrade – complete; NS114 Smart-lab installation in progress. 
b. DeVolder Family Science Center status: $2.3 M funds secured for bricks and scholarships, ~$1M 

more needed from grants and gifts; Soderstrom Architects selected, preliminary phase 1 “block 
model” design in progress; detailed phase 2 design (what will be in labs) will start before winter 
break with much work in first half of winter term; solicitation of bids / construction companies in 
progress.  There is no real funding for any revision of the old NS spaces that will be vacated. 

c. Applied Baccalaureate programs revisited.  Basically this is where two year community colleges and 
technical degrees turn into a LACC modified degree equaling, for example, an AB in Bio Tech. 

 

http://www.wou.edu/provost/%20faculty_development.php
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V. NEW BUSINESS 
a. NS Building Security / Custodial Relations:  emails have been sent out regarding rooms being left open and 

chairs and waste baskets left of counters with equipment.  We have communicated with custodial and security, 
hopefully the issues will soon be taken care of. 

b. See the Provost’s email, page 6 of handouts regarding online lab science courses.  This would be 
considered as a cost-saving measure, saving faculty fte.  Sarah does not support.  Steve said it would 
be helpful to have a memo from the Provost stating what the goal is. 

c. ARC – Jeff provided a 3-page handout regarding the petition to amend overload policy which would 
raise the number of undergraduate credits which require an Overload Petition from 19 to 21.  The 
proposal would change the current overload form.  The process is just in the data collection and 
analysis phase.  Students would pay for the extra credits.  The advisor would be the gate-keeper in 
regards to approving students for overload.  Karen Haberman stated she prefers a 19 credit limit, 
Bryan Dutton is not in favor of changing to 21 credits.  Don Ellingson feels students are too busy for 
21 credits, Laurie Burton said as an advisor she would speak with any students considering 19+ 
credits individually.  A vote was taken, no one was in favor or changing to a 21 credit limit, 10 were 
opposed, a few abstained.  

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Report (Budgets Finalized for 2011-12)  See page 7 of Agenda. 
b. Faculty Senate – Mark Weiss was present for meeting; Provost Neely shared a presentation.  
c. Faculty Development Committee – Friday is the deadline for submitting first requests in categories 1 

& 2, all submissions are online.   
d. Academic Infrastructure Committee – did not meet.    
e. AFT/WOU (workload committee) – Workload committee tried to make the time spent in lab 

equivalent to time spent in lecture.  The committee is going forward regarding fte for setting up labs. 
 Jeff Myers, Bryan and Scott are our committee members.  Bryan recommended bringing forth any 
unresolved issues.  The question is:  are we good with the status quo or do we want everything a 1:1 
ratio?     

f. Curriculum Committee- Chemistry has an environmental program pending.  Biology has made very 
slight changes. 

g. ARC 
h. PRC / Tenure and Promotion files are due on November 18, 2011 in the Division office. 
i. PURE/ Academic Showcase:  May 31, 2012. 
j. Building Committee (Div. + Dept. Chairs) 
k. Complaints – none. 
l. Math – prerequisite approval Process 
 
Meeting adjourned 4:55 pm     

 
 
 

 
 
VII. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
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