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Minutes Natural Sciences and Mathematics Meeting, Tuesday, November 3, 2009         NS 101 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:37 pm 
 
In attendance:  Jeff Templeton, Phil Wade, Mike Ward, Laurie Burton, Klay Kruczek, Rahim 
Kazerouni, Patty Flatt, Jeff Myers, Irja Galvan, Erin Baumgartner, Cheryl Beaver, Ava Howard, Steve 
Taylor, Sarah Boomer, Adele Schepige, Niki Winslow. 
 
      I.   APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

There was a motion made to approve the meeting agenda.  The motion was seconded and    
approved. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES 

The minutes were approved with Laurie’s edits which had already been made. 
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. Post-Tenure / Promotion and Tenure Files are due November 20, 2009.  Mike LeMaster 

is the chair.  Please refer to the Collective Bargaining Agreement for organizing the 
tenure file. 

b. Sabbatical requests are due to the Dean’s office 12/5/09, in triplicate on the “pink” 
forms.  They go from the Dean to the Provost on December 15. 

c. Spring 2010 schedule revisions and summer 2010 schedule due to Niki 12/16/09 (due to 
Dean 1/15/10); 2010-2011 schedule due to Niki on January 4, 2010 (due to Dean 
1/21/10).   Steve is in the process of collecting schedules to meet to work out time 
conflicts between departments before Thanksgiving. 

d. Fall 2009 Department Assessment Reports are due to NSM Division Chair Friday, Dec. 
4 (draft template handed out at Sept. 23, 2009 meeting). 

e. Fall Preview Day II is Saturday, November 7, 9:30-10:40 am. 
f. Call for presentation materials for hall display.  Patty has provided information for 

announcing speakers. 
g. Faculty development grants:  due Friday, November 6, 2009 by 5 p.m. in the Provost’s 

office.  This is the first round. 
h. The NSM Division travel grant deadlines are:  November 24, 2009 and April 27, 2010, 

in coordination with Faculty Development awards.  The average NSM Faculty travel 
award is a few hundred dollars.  Faculty Development awards will be announced 
November 17, 2009. 

i. There is a line-item action list and calendar pages 7-11 of handout. 
j. PURE/Academic Showcase – May 27, 2010; Provost call for room/schedule/attendance 

flexibility 
k. Niki announcements:  Please turn in various schedules according to deadline, no 

“wiggle room”.  There was some discrepancy between due dates on agenda sheet and 
line-item action list.  Niki clarified on a following email.  The correct dates are as stated 
above in item c. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Committee Assignments Update / Faculty Senate replacement for Pete (just for fall).  
Klay will fill the position for the rest of fall.  Mary will fill the Ad Hoc Graduate 
position on the Dean’s Advisory Committee. 

b. Division equipment and capital improvement plans – see pages 13-16 of the handout. 
Chemistry and EPS have reported their requests, Biology will have theirs in later this 
week.  Steve will put the items on a spreadsheet which will go to Sarah for AIC, and 
then to the Dean and eventually the Provost. 
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c. NSM Seminar Series:  scheduling is in progress.  The question was posed:  do we have  
enough interest and attendance to sustain the seminars.  The consensus was that there is 
interest, possibly we could change the schedule frequency.  Cheryl suggested possibly 
holding a seminar one a month.  The discussion was regarding how often we might hold 
the seminars philosophically vs. realistically.  Mike Ward stated that the current noon 
time is not good for math instructors, that possibly later in the day would be better.  
Essentially there is good support to continue the seminars, but possibly hold them less 
frequently. Taylor asked for a straw poll, and all were in agreement to continue the 
seminar series in some form or fashion. 

d. Ad Hoc Working Groups (meeting schedules-action plan) – meet at least once in Fall 
term.   

i.  NSM Building Utilization and Planning Committee (NS Office expansion). 
Klay asked to be excused from the meeting as most of the scheduling issues do not 
involve the math department. 
ii.  NSM Schedulers Committee (scheduling in process).  Laurie asked about 
availability of Maaske Hall.  When the new construction is completed Masske 
may go back to having office possibilities. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Pending changes to Elementary Education program (Dr. Adele Schepige – Guest Visit) 
Adele gave an overview of pending curriculum changes within the COE regarding 
changes in the Early Childhood and Elementary Education programs (see pages 17-26 
of handout).  The formal proposal has not been launched yet, it is still in the discussion 
stage.  One year ago the process was stopped when Adele resigned was Dept. Head.  
Adele is on sabbatical this year and is primarily out of the loop right now.  The 
proposed changes to the mathematics program have been completed.  Education is 
trying to balance out four areas:  Social Studies, Mathematics, Language Arts and 
Sciences (see pages 18 & 22).  There is discussion of dropping the focus areas.  Credits 
have been shifted around.  Central Advising will now handle the COE LACC advising. 
Four terms of 400 level work have been dropped, they will be moving some courses to 
lower division,with a series of “gates” that will determine if students progress through 
the Ed. Programs or not. Some gates will be GPA on the core content courses and 
CBEST exam.  Jeff Templeton suggested they allow two of the three ES 104-106 series 
and university wide approval of curriculum changes.  Jeff also stated GS 311, 312 and 
313 should stay on the books.  Possibly three could be collapsed into two courses, one 
taught here and one by Education.  Erin stated that she feels strongly about these 
courses maintaining their content and process (methods) components together.  The new 
program is targeted for submission to the Curriculum Committee at the November 
10.2010 meeting.  From there the changes will go to faculty senate. 

       
b.     PKAL Lab Facilities Planning Workshop, Linfield College, Dean will fund 
registration (see pages 17-26 of handout).  Erin has experience with Project 
Kaleidoscope (Education Dept.).  See page 28 of handout – goals and outcomes.  Any 
one who is interested in attending should let Steve know. (follow-up note: Patty Flatt 
will be attending this workshop). 

                    
c. Catalog edits/ minor changes due in Dec. and January – please review changes and 

forward to dept chairs  (see pg 29 of meeting packet).   This is for minor editorial 
review, changes that do not require curriculum committee approval. 

 
d. Faculty Advising list – (pg 30 of meeting packet) please review and send edits to Niki. 
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e. Classroom observations of non-tenure track, adjunct instructors (pg 31-31 of meeting 

packet).  Follow up comments:  Phil re:  CBA bargaining proposal – these reports will 
not be an annual process, currently they are.  They will become every two to three year 
reviews.  Every adjunct will be evaluated their first year. 

 
VI. REPORTS  

a. NSM Budget Update (pg 33) 
- item of concern:  projected -$158,000 deficit in LAS instructional budget for winter and 

spring terms 
- identification and justification of “low-enrollment” courses (<11); dean requesting 

prudence.  Steve plans to adopt a “wait and see” approach to any budget changes at this 
time.  He anticipates some version of budget crisis/crunch spring term. 

b. Faculty Senate - Klay stated that since Scott was not at this division meeting he would 
email notes from the senate meeting. 

c. Faculty Development Committee – applications are due soon. 
d. AFT/WOU Faculty Union.  Phil reported that right after this division meeting he would 

be attending a meeting with the Union.  The University did hire one new person. 
e. Curriculum Committee (Division and Campus) 
- Online submission process.  Laurie stated that there have been a few bugs in the process. 

She thinks they have been fixed.  She said to use the attachment for the form in the 
electronic routing sheet.  Phil said the delete feature wasn’t working when he used it. 

- Pending changes of note:  elementary ed. Degree, biology program changes, ES 199 
Topics: Sarah said that Biology is planning curriculum changes for the Bi 211-213 
sequence from 4-5 credits, they have made other changes to keep the total credits the 
same.  Bryan is in charge of the proposal.  Phil said they plan a supplemental once a 
year ES Special Topics.  Laurie asked how this would affect the LACC.  Sarah asked 
about consistency in Special Topics as transfer courses from Community Colleges. 

f. PRC promotion and review files are due, committee will meet soon.  Thank you to Erin, 
Parry and Kristin for getting your files done early. 

g. LACC/Gen. Ed. Review Committee.  The committee is looking at writing components 
of the LACC.  Faculty are encouraged to complete survey that Tom Bergeron sent out. 

h. Academic Requirements Committee.  Klay stated that students can challenge a course 
even if they have taken a more advanced course.  Anthropology is dropping the idea of 
adding “With Honors” on diplomas. 

i. Academic Infrastructure Committee.  Sarah said infrastructure requests are due in three 
weeks, she will develop a new spreadsheet for the AIC.  A question came up about by-
laws, the general consensus was that by-laws are not required for faculty senate 
committees.  Sarah said the chair thinks they have been asked to create by-laws.  They 
will bring that up at the next meeting.  Laurie stated that Kathryn Schmidt held a 
meeting at the beginning of the year to review faculty senate by-laws. 

 
VII. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting, at 5:05. 
  
 




































































