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Natural Sciences and Mathematics Division Meeting Minutes  November 4, 2008  
Held in NS 101 
 
Meeting called to order at 3:35 PM 
 
Attendees:  Cheryl Beaver, Scott Beaver, Hamid Behmard, Laurie Burton, Bryan Dutton, Patty 
Flatt, Julie Grammer, Kelly Kissane, Klay Kruczek, Kristin Latham, Mike LeMaster, Jeff Myers, 
Pete Poston, Steve Taylor, Jeff Templeton, Mike Ward. 
 

I. Roll Call / Approval of Agenda – see above for roll call results, agenda unanimously 
approved. 

 
II. Minutes from the October meeting were included in the handout.   It was moved, 

seconded and approved that the minutes be approved as written. 
 

III. Announcements 
 

a. Julie Grammer, new Biology-EPS Lab Preparator was introduced.  She gave a brief 
description of her work history which includes commercial lab experience. 

 
b. Post-Tenure Review / Promotion and Tenure Files are due to the Division Chair 

November 21.  First-year faculty reports are due at the same time. 
 

c. Sabbatical requests / proposals should be submitted on the pink forms, in triplicate 
to the Dean 12/5.  They go to the Provost 12/15.  Steve would like to have them to 
him for review no later than 12/5. 

 
d. The new digital Canon copiers (contract with IKON) are due to arrive 12/1.  There will 

be an over lap time before the old copiers go away of approximately two weeks.  We 
wanted to keep a backup since this is close to finals.  The new copiers will have 
network/scan capabilities.  Faculty can email materials to be scanned directly from 
the copier. 

 
e. The Oregon 150 celebration will be at WOU February 13; Kim Jensen is the 

coordinator.  Steve and Bryan will create a library display on invasive species. 
 

f. Summer scheduling materials have been sent out.  They are due in the Dean’s office 
January 21, 2009. 

 
g. Niki and Steve worked on creating a 9-month calendar of events as there seem to be 

discrepancies between the “pink” calendar provided by the Provost’s office and due 
dates listed in the CBA.  Niki mentioned that the summer schedule and edits are due 
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1/21 to Dean’s office, but the date could be moved forward due to Kathy wanting 
more time to work with the Astra program.  There is no listing of the 2009-2010 
schedule due date to the Dean, but it is usually about two weeks following the 
summer/spring due date.  The bottom line is that schedulers should come back from 
Christmas break with the schedules fairly in order as it is a very busy time of year 
and Niki needs lead time as well to work on them. 

 
IV.  Old Business 

a. Faculty Activity Reports / format modification- Draft 2 for review.  We  
would like to have the due dates in practice match those published in the CBA due.  
The new format, as seen on pages 8-9 of today’s handout, is built upon the older 
report from the dean and CBA.  Subcategories are designed to align with PRC 
review criteria outlined in the CBA.  As suggested by Jeff Templeton, advising is 
now listed under Service activities.  The hope is to make the annual report 
template more in line with what the Dean is asking for in accreditation reports and 
the annual review.  This should help with future file development and three year 
reviews as part of the CBA requirements. 
 
The report format shown on pages 8 & 9 of the handout, entitled “Natural 
Sciences & Mathematics 2009-2009 Annual Faculty Activity Report” was 
unanimously approved with two corrections in section I, C & D (spelling only, as 
suggested by Klay). 
 
The due date of the report is in question.  Taylor commented that the new Provost 
will probably require individual reports to follow the existing CBA guideline of a 
due date of June 1.  Jeff Templeton asked about the possibility of a due date of 
July 15.  There was discussion regarding the merits of a range of dates 
considering how busy everyone is during finals and possibly do not want to work 
after the contract ends June 15.   
 
Scott asked if we wanted to look at contract language and possibly modify due 
dates there.  Bryan prefers a date out to at least June 15, past finals.  Scott will 
bring it up during the bargaining process.  Steve will follow up on due dates with 
the Dean as spring term approaches and keep everyone apprised.  Formal due 
dates are June 1 from the CBA, in practice they have been due July 15. 
 

b. Division equipment and capital improvement plans were presented on handout pages 
10 & 11.  The handout outlines the formal AIC Infrastructure Needs – Master list 
from April 2008.  Steve requested an updated list of needs this year, math was 
the only dept. that did not submit a wish list. 
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At the end of the 2007-2008 fiscal year, Mark Weiss asked that the improvement 
plans be funneled through AIC, and gave Bill Kernan the option of approval or 
disapproval of items from the list.  The approval was given at the last minute, so as 
always, wish lists need to be prepared well in advance.  It appears Bill Kernan will 
revisit last year’s list as well as new requests.  Steve suggested that Mike and 
Pete follow-up with Bill K. regarding the status of last year’s list. 
 
The President indicated there is current opportunity funding on campus, and 
requests are being channeled, in part, through AIC.  Steve will give the current 
list to Bryan as AIC representative for action/request this year. 
 
Page 12 is a AIC Smartroom  Planning List (working Draft January 11, 2008).  
Nathan Sauer will know what work is scheduled for smart room development. 
 
Steve plans on having a standing packet of equipment/update requests ready when 
the funding becomes available.  Bryan will take the list to AIC.  Steve will forward 
to the Dean and Provost’s office. 
 

c. NSM Seminar Schedule – speakers have been scheduled for some dates, there are 
still approximately 12 dates available.  Regarding presentations from the Plant 
Physiology candidate, they will be held on Mondays and/or Fridays. 

 
d.  Ad Hoc Working Groups (meeting schedules-action plan) – meet at least once in 
Fall term. 

i.  NSM Building Utilization, Steve will facilitate and meet with the committee. 
    ii.  NSM LACC Review Committee (Team Leader/Facilitator Needed) 

There is a November 11 campus LACC meeting.  The Dean and Provost are 
pushing for fewer members.  Nothing is really happing right now in the Division 
regarding LACC review.  Mike Ward offered to act as a facilitator to get the process 
moving in the Division 

Right now the members are: 
Karen Haberman – on sabbatical - Bryan will represent Biology 
Arlene Courtney – on sabbatical -  Rahim will act in her place until her return 
Jeff Templeton 
Mike Ward (temporary facilitator for the division) 

 
e. Fall 2008 Dept. Assessment Reports – Status / Due Dec 5, 2008 

Steve needs a week lead time to prepare for the Dean. 
 

f. Inter-program coordinator of class scheduling 
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i. Need for formalizing meeting of program schedulers for 2009-2010?  
Concensus is that we need coordination.  Jeff Templeton, Mike 
LeMaster, and Klay Kruczek are willing to work on this.  

ii. There is an Astra Software and Training Guide Available to the Division 
g. PRC – committee membership was finalized since Oct. 7 meeting (Taylor, 

Schoenfeld, Poston, Burton, LeMaster).  Laurie is serving as chair of this 
committee.  The committee needs to meet before Thanksgiving to be familiar with 
the CBA, and review procedures/timelines. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Update of Articulation / Transfer Tables (Registrar’s Office, Dean’s Office, 
Chemeketa) 
h. Edits due from Dept. Chairs to Division Chair Nov. 12 

Nancy France is working on cleaning up articulation issues. 
b. NSM902 Telecom Charges for Student Lab Networks Connection (pg 13 handout) 

i. Budget Concern – high proportion of telecom/network charges to NSM902, one 
possible mitigation option is to shift student lab network connection from NSM 
902 to NSM 922. 

 
Math is working on eliminating lab connection charges in MNB so it may not be an 
issue for mathematics.  Most Math lab fees are for the education class materials 
which are minimal.  The Math Senior project course has lab fees. 
 
This is a department-based decision.  Steve would like to have some idea of direction 
of this proposal by next week.  All departments were asked to vote and finalize lab 
fee changes.  The due date of changing lab fees is due November 24, to take effect 
Spring term, 2009.   (See handout page 15) 

 
c. Professional Science Masters Degree Initiative in OUS – any interest in developing a 

working group to check into viability and potential program areas?  The Dean has 
asked Steve to attend a meeting in Salem.  The idea is that a program would develop 
from a combination of courses geared toward industry needs – business + science (e.g. 
possibly forensics, applied physics, geospatial technology).  OUS is promoting this 
idea.  OSU and PSU have these types of programs or they are in the works. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. Budget update, accounting spreadsheet distributed for review.  Lab/Course Fee 
Revisions due 11/24/08 

b. Search Committees – the Guralnick replacement process is on track.  As there is an 
in-house interest, people can speak with Mike LeMaster directly regarding details of 
the Biology search progress. 
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Mathematics – has a full time, tenure track search, and two part time positions that 
need to be fulfilled. 

c. Faculty Senate 
Earth Science proposal regarding ES 199 got stalled in the Dean’s office due to the 
decision whether or not it should be considered as an LACC course.  This is a new 
course, titled “Special Topic”s.  In spring 2008, it was the division curriculum 
committee’s preference this not be considered as an LACC course, Earth Science 
deferred, but the Dean had checked the box indicating it should be considered as an 
LACC course.  The question was posed if this should go to the Academic Requirements 
committee for consideration.  The Division is concerned how this would impact the 
LACC model.  Scott reported that the Faculty Senate Executive Committee sent it 
back to the Dean suggesting to not check the LACC box unless the program specifies. 
 

d. Faculty Development 
Friday is the deadline for the first requests, which are Travel.  The request form can be 
found on-line, staple an abstract to the formal request form.  Hand deliver your request 
to the Provost’s office, and be certain you have signed your request. 

 
f. Academic Requirements Committee – Cheryl Beaver   

There is discussion in mathematics to changing the suffix on the statistics course to 
a “Q”  (see pages 16-18 of handout) for approved quantitative literacy courses. 
 
The question came up if there should be a Minor requirement:  Should there be a 
minor.  Is so, should there be a uniform and/or maximum of hours required in the 
minor.  This will be an item discussed this year.  If you have input, please advise 
Cheryl. 
 
h.  AFT/WOU Faculty Union 
Let Phil or Scott know your concerns for the bargaining team if you want them 
brought up in meetings. 

 
i.Oregon Academy of Science 
Jeff Myers reported that student assistants created a new OAS web site, which is 
currently hosted by PSU.  (see following email explanations from Karen Bledsoe and 
Jeff Myers).  A question was raised as to why the website hosted by PSU, when the 
meeting is held at WOU?  Follow-up discussion and emails followed. 
 
j. PKAL Report (Erin Baumgartner) 

Erin reported activities associated with project Kaleidoscope a K-12 science-math 
initiative. 

 
A motion was made to adjourn, it was seconded and unanimously approved. 
































































