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MEETING MINUTES 
DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS 

WESTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
 

May 1, 2012; NS122 4:00 PM  NOTE TIME CHANGE 
 
I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA   Meeting called to order 4:06 p.m., agenda approved. 

In attendance:  Sarah Boomer,  Michael Baltzley, Mike LeMaster, Kristin Latham, Bryan Dutton, Jeff Templeton, Laurie 
Burton, Matt Ciancetta, Karen Haberman, Patty Flatt, Cheryl Beaver, Hamid Behmard, Rahim Kazerouni, Sharon Price, 
Steve Taylor, Niki Winslow. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF APRIL MINUTES   April minutes approved. 
 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. 2012 Summer Registration – Advertise to Students 
b. Annual Reporting Process: Faculty Annual Reports due to Dept.+Division Chairs June 30, 2012; Template is 

available. Math will discuss at their meeting.  Dept. Reports due to Division Chair July 20, 2012; Division 
Report due to Dean August 10, 2012 

c. WOU Office of Admissions 2012 Recruitment Dates: Transfer/Early Bird May 12; SOAR: June 29, July 13-
14, July 28 (note corrected dates). 

d. NSM Division Travel Supplement Deadlines: Second Round Spring Proposals: Due Friday, May 18.  More 
funds have become available, thus the additional round of requests. 

e. Reminder: 2011-12 annual classroom observations of non-tenure track / tenure-track faculty 
f. Reminder: Faculty Course Load Equivalents (“contact hours”) – New term-by-term reporting effort to Dean. 
g. PURE/Academic Showcase – Thursday May 31, 2012; call for sessions planning documents, due May 7 
h. NSM Student Recognition Night, Thursday May 31, 2012, Gentle House, 5:30 p.m. (Sharon Price - 

Announcement)  Please provide names of students via dept. heads. 
i. Admissions Data Compared to April Week 2, 2011: Undergrad. Applications +115 (+3.8%), Undergrad. 

Admits +138 (+5.6%); grad student applications +4 (+5.8%); Housing Applications Total = No Data 
j. Vans spring term – field trips – April and May – two van rental for 2 months. 
k. Reminder: Chain of Communication: Faculty/Staff - Dept. Chair - Div. Chair -Dean – Provost -President 
l.    Niki/Office Coordinator announcements; Spring Budget Management / Year-End Closing of Books.  Requests 
for expenditures should be to Niki by May 15, 2012. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a. DeVolder Family Science Center status: construction documents in process; ground breaking late June 2012; 
new building equipment lists/computer inventories due to Division Chair by Monday April 9.  Interior design, 
colors, flooring, etc. are being discussed now. 

b. Revised LAS College Annual Assessment Reporting Forms – to be submitted with annual dept. reports.  The 
Dean sent out notice previously.  This is part of the Annual report. 

c. Status of SPOC Committee/President Strategic Task Team Process- see Jeff Templeton’s May 1 email 
summary and Erin Baumgartner’s General Ed Committee report. 

i. NSM Action Item 1: NSM Division Gen. Ed./LACC review, ad hoc committee (preliminary report).  
Student retention and engaging students more effectively are goals.  There is discussing regarding 
reducing to two in-sequence lab science requirements; revisiting five credit courses; considering 
alternate courses in LACC, for example, two lab courses plus one other non-lab science course.  The 
net savings in FTE across the Division would be .5 FTE with this change.  There may be 
consideration of Math graduate student participation.  Departments can mull over these ideas. 

ii. NSM Action Item 2: develop department-level contingency plans for 5% reduction of instructional 
budget in 2012-2013; contingencies submitted by dept. chairs.  See Steve’s Memo, it appears on-line 
labs would be more expensive.   

iii. NSM Action Item 3: explore feasibility of department-level program development of 3+1 china 
exchange programs, Applied Baccalaureate degrees, & expansion of online course offerings; 
Objective: to increase enrollment.  Timeline: dept. reports to division chair by Fri. May 25, 2012.  
Both the Dean and Provost are interested in this discussion, see pages 8-11 of handout.  The dean 
wants to firm up this discussion by fall. 

1. Applied Baccalaureate: status report 
d. Post-DeVolder Science Center / Natural Science Building Renovation Plans (tentative draft discussion).  Jeff 

and Sarah are discussing Nat Sci building issues. 
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V. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Faculty Senate: NSM Division Representation to Increase from 3 to 4 seats in 2012-13 + need Spring 2012 

replacement for LeMaster.  Patty will fill in for Mike.  Kristin and Cheryl are on Faculty Senate.  Mike 
Baltzley will be on Senate next year, Math is TBA, Rahim may fill in for Chemistry and EPS, Kristin will 
continue next year. 

b. IKON photocopier service contract / buy-out & upgrade options to new vendor, Pacific Office Automation to 
continue with a Canon copier.  All were in agreement to go with this change. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update:  see page 14 of handouts     
b.    Faculty Senate:  Cheryl Beaver reporting:  Efficiency __ passed; Art passed their comprehensive change to 
four credit courses; Natural Sciences and Mathematics was allowed an additional Senator;  positions of President, 
Vice President and Secretary are open in the Senate.  There is a By-law review.  Under discussion is the 
Committee on Committees, D’s and F’s.       
c.    Faculty Development Committee:  Patty and Hamid – work is done for this year.    
d. AFT/WOU Faculty Union:  Discussion regarding Donate Leave Bank.  Mark Weiss says this hadn’t been 

done before.  Laurie volunteered to be in the discussion on this.  Emily is the contact person. 
e. Curriculum Committee (Division and Campus)- see discussion under New Business and LACC 

considerations. 
f. PRC Status:  Dean letters/recommendation complete 
g. Academic Req. Committee – Provost 4/30/12 Memo:  See Jeff’s forwarded email attached.  There was a 

question about requiring a minor, are we the only division to do so.  Karen Haberman said Michele Price is 
pushing for an International Course Committee and Semester at Sea. 

h. Academic Infrastructure Committee 
i. NSM Ad Hoc Gen. Ed./LACC Committee 
j. Complaints  

 
Meeting adjourned at 5:16 pm. 

           
VII. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
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