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Division of Natural Sciences & Mathematics Division meeting minutes, May 4, 2010 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:35 pm.  Due to room conflicts the 
meeting was held in NS 125. 
 

I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting agenda with correction of date on April 
minutes. 
 
In attendance:  Sarah Boomer, Mike LeMaster, Pete Poston, Rahim Kazerouni, Patty Flatt, Cheryl 
Beaver, Scott Beaver, Laurie Burton, Kristin Latham, Steve Taylor, Klay Kruczek, Erin 
Baumgartner, Hamid Behmard, Karen Haberman, Niki Winslow. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF APRIL MINUTES 
It was moved and seconded to approve the April minutes. 
 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. 2010 Summer Registration is open – advertise classes to students. 
b. Division Spring Faculty Mass Transport Requests have been turned in, tabulated (see 

page 6 of handout).  Funded Faculty Development is listed as well.  Cheryl should 
request division funding at this point. 

c. Catalog change schedule:  May 10 – 2010-2011 catalog to public relations, May 17 – 
2010-2011 catalog to printer, June 14 – catalogs delivered. 

d. Reminder:  2009-2010 classroom observations of non-tenure track, adjunct faculty (see 
handout pg 7).  Math is fairly complete, there are still some Earth Science observations 
remaining.  These will just be kept in the office personnel files. 

e. PURE/Academic Showcase – May 27, 2010.  The poster for the Showcase is done.  
Bryan is working through the abstracts.  The Provost was at the division chairs’ meeting 
to discuss the Showcase, Administration gives a strong backing to Showcase 
participation. 

f. Admissions Recruiting Events – Early Bird Transfer Students, May 15, 2010.  Pete will 
represent Chemistry, Mike Ward Mathematics, Steve for EPS, Math is covered (see pg 
10). 

g. Admissions 2010-2011 enrollment report (undergrad. Apps +6%; undergrad admits + 
14%; undergrad admits +14%) pg. 11 of handout. 

h. NSM Enrollment trends:  NSM 2009-10 Student Credit Hour totals:  Bio 10,978; Chem 
4,313; EPS 8,465; Math 7,314 (w/o M70/95);  NSM 2008-2009:  Bi 9,764; Chem 3,536; 
EPS 8,789; Math, 7,560 (w/o M70/95);  Bio increase in Bi 200/A&P; Chem increase in 
Ch 100/200; EPS holding; Math holding w/ Mth70/95 increase.  The Dean is not in 
favor of 100+ lecture enrollment.  It has come about due to the room/space crunch. 

i. NSM Division Honors Night Thursday May 27, 2010 – Sharyne is coordinating; award 
info is needed by 5/6/10 (see pg 12) 

j. IRB Workshops – May 10,13  HL 107  noon-1 pm.  Erin is our contact.  Content is 
regarding publishing when research is on human subjects if publishing or grant 
application.   

k. Year-end faculty activity reports due to division and department chairs (cc both) on 
Wed. June 9, 2010. (note: this date is changed to June 15, 2010 after finals) 

l. WOU 2010-2011 Affirmative Action Plan (see pg 15 of handout).  This was put 
together by HR as part of accreditation. 

m. Niki report:  please complete end-of-year purchases in a timely manner. 
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IV. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Building Renovations + Year-End Opportunity Fund Investments – status report: 

i. NS004 scheduled for remodeling this summer 
ii. AIC extra money:  Biology $20,000 for NS 004 specimen cabinets + 

microscopes, Chemistry $9,500 for refrigerated incubation; Earth Science 
$15,000 for microscopes 

 
b. NSM Curriculum Committee:  NSM LACC course proposal criteria  (pg 16)  Draft 2 

Proposed LACC criteria (pg 16).  The lower part from catalog, upper part from 
curriculum committee.  The upper portion has been edited, the bottom section is what 
departments generated during the self-study process.  Mike Ward said that for the B.S. 
degree, in place of Mth 111 Math may create a new course for General Education, not 
LACC.  Cheryl said the Curriculum Committee did not discuss math.  An amended 
motion was made to add discussion on page 16, adding mathematics learning outcome 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to approve the proposed NSM LACC 
criteria.  Steve thanked the curriculum committee for working on this project.   

 
c. Professional Concerns Committee:  By-law changes / “voting” article.  Page 17-20.  

Page 18 shows edits.  Pages 19 & 20 were distributed last time, item 1 is how the 
bylaw is written now.  Scott asked if voting could be done by secure email.  Steve 
said possibly we could go to an electronic version.  Laurie is looking into.  Laurie 
asked if Steve has the breakdown on adjunct and tenure track that attend division 
meetings.  Steve estimated it ranges from 0- approximately 2. On page 18, Mike 
Ward asked if the voting process belongs in paragraph 2.  Steve said this may be a 
possible change in the first sentence of paragraph 2.  A motion was made to make 
these amendments – rearrangement of words, seconded and passed unopposed.  
Steve thanked everyone on the PRC and everyone who worked on the parliamentary 
assessment. 

 
d. NSM Division New Tenure-Line Requests; convene dept. chairs, submit division 

plan by May 31.  Per the Provost, tenure-line replacements are a priority of the 
President.  The Provost mentioned a possible “grow your own” process whereby we 
have visiting professor technique that may lend itself to tenure hires.  He is also 
amenable to making more stability for adjunct professors at the maters level.  Sarah 
asked what the usual model is.  Steve said is that they come in as assistant 
professors on a year-to-year basis, not adjuncts coming in with PhD’s coming in as 
assistant professors.  They would do 12 credits with service, 15 credits with no 
service, like sabbatical replacements.  Steve’s to do list:  convene department heads 
to discuss a five-year division hiring plan. 

e. Division 2010-2011 budget planning – Dept Chairs, still waiting on admin budget, 
will meet in May.  Mark Weiss has not yet released the new budgets but the 
expectation is that they will be approximately what they are this year. 

f. University PRC – Rahim status report:  Rahim said the 10 member committee met 
twice to discuss promotions, etc.  Originally the files were not made available to the 
committee.  Once the committee had access to the files, they reviewed them, 
presented their arguments, and voted in a secret vote.  The decisions are now in the 
hands of the President. 

 
V. NEW BUISNESS  (Page 21-22 handout) 

a. Independent study / Credit Banking – CBA release time.  Banking credit hours was 
begun in 2007.  24 hours of By Arrangement courses equals one credit hour of release 



 4 

time, so 72 hours for a 3 hour course.  The credits are good for 8 years, and faculty are 
eligible for release every two years.  Scott said in the CBA they had tried to establish a 
20:1 ratio, but the 24:1 is what they have achieved after two bargaining sessions. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update – current budget trajectory on track; year-end contingencies 
release to departments (see pg 23).  The 2010-2011 budget is expected to be stable 
relative to this year; the administration is projecting a $6M deficit by 2015.  This is in 
part due to salaries, health care, promotions and federal reductions. 

b. Faculty Senate – Bryan reporting 
The online SIR forms are available to faculty.  Evaluations will be done weeks 9 & 10 
of this term.  Wanda suggested each class will have computer lab time to complete the 
evaluations.  There will no hard copy evaluations this term.  The online will not be in 
violation of the CBS.  Evaluations are mandatory.  Scott is not sure how the open-ended 
forms will be processed. 
Bryan’s position ends on Faculty Senate this year.  This leaves two positions open per 
Klay.    Cheryl said she would be available for Faculty Senate.  Mike LeMaster said he 
would be available for Senate.  Pete is still on.  Cheryl will need to attend the May 
meeting.  Scott said that Carol Harding is conducting a survey of switching to semester 
system, and this would be a good time to make your voice heard. 

c. Curriculum Committee (Division and Campus)  The last meeting of the year will be in 
May.  Chemistry has presented a biochemistry minor and a new toxicology course. This 
has to be submitted by next Tuesday for the new agenda.  New course proposals go 
from originating party to the dept chair,  to the division chair and to the chair of the 
curriculum committee.  Cheryl is the curriculum chair, send proposals to her.  Laurie is 
volunteering to serve a second term but not as chair.  She suggested Robert from the 
Library as the next chair. 

d. Academic Infrastructure Committee -  NSM opportunity funds awarded, remodel 
proposals submitted.  This is Sarah’s last year on AIC.  The AIC chair was denied 
tenure and has left WOU.  The proposals were reviewed and remodels summarized.  NS 
201, 103 and the back part of Jeff Myers office are three of the eight proposals.  
Education has proposed a giant smart room.  A question came up regarding renovations 
on smart rooms regarding who funds smart rooms, and does the committee have a say 
over those rooms.  Bryan will fill in for Sarah on the 5/20 meeting when the AIC 
discusses remodels.  Gay Timken will be replacing Joe as chair of AIC. 

e. Faculty Development Committee – Hamid reporting. 
There are extra funds available at this time, an additional $200 will be added to faculty 
requests.  $6,000 will be rolled over to next year.  Hamid’s three year term on Faculty 
Development is up, he said he would be happy to serve again.  It was moved, seconded 
and approved to have him serve another term. 

f. AFT/WOU Faculty Union 
Scott said there is nothing new to report at this time, to send him any thoughts or 
concerns for next year. 

g. Academic Requirements Committee – Klay reporting 
There is a proposal to allow students lacking 9 credits to walk in graduation.  This was 
not a favorable idea to NSM faculty present.  Statistics show that for the 68 
undergraduate students who lacked 6 credits at the time of graduation last year, 69% 
completed in summer term.  Twenty-two percent never completed. 
Klay provided an update on developments with the Incomplete grade policy: 

 
VII. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 pm. 


















































