
Minutes - Natural Sciences and Mathematics Division Meeting, May 5, 2009, NS 122. 
 

I.  The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:35pm.  
Attending were Scott Beaver, Steve Taylor, Sarah Boomer, Mike LeMaster, Bryan 
Dutton, Klay Kruczak, Kristin Latham, Jeff Myers, Rahim Kazerouni, Bill Schoenfeld, 
Hamid Bemard, Niki Winslow. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF APRIL MINUTES.  Since we did not have a quorum the meeting 

agenda and minutes from the last division meeting were not approved.  They 
will be considered at the June meeting. 

 
III.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a. Summer 2009 Registration Open.  Please announce to your classes.  The 
NSM poster listing summer course offerings has been distributed.  
There has to date been no discussion of cutting summer courses.  Bi 438 
currently has two students enrolled, Bryan and Erin will make the call 
about cancelling. 

b. The 2009-2010 Catalog Review was to be Tues. and Wed. May 12-13.  
Because of the school closure May 1 & 4 the deadline has been extended. 

c. Admissions Data for April 24, 2009 (compared to same time last year):  
Total Applications: +14%; total UG Admits +19% (see page 8 handout). 

d. NSM Student Honors Night – May 28, 2009, Gentle House; Laurie 
Burton is Coordinator.  May 4 had been the deadline for names of 
students being honored.  The names to be listed on the certificates are 
to be the same as last year’s.  The Dean’s office is contributing $75 to 
help defray the costs of the event. 

e. NWCCU Accreditation Visit – April 29 – nothing to report at present. 
f. Departments need to finalize purchases ASAP. 
g. Spring Term 2009 Van rentals (April 7 to June 7, 2009; 2 vans on 

campus for field trip use. 
h. Early Bird Registration is May 16; SOAR dates: Fri 6/26, Fri 7/10, Sat. 

7/11, Sat. 7/25 (staffing needed).  See page 9 of the handout.  Rahim 
volunteered to staff all the Chemistry dates. 

i. Year-end Faculty Reports are due June 16, 2009.  The new format was 
implemented as per the fall division meetings.  Attach an updated CV to 
your report.  Steve will send out the template for the reports. 

j. Dean Request:  Spring embedded assessment reports; submit with 
faculty reports on June 16, 2009.  See page 12 handout.  Biology faculty 
will do the assessment report as a group.  New faculty in biology can see 
what is happening as a group.   

k. Natural Science Year-End Fac-Staff-Student BBQ will be held Friday, 
June 5 at 4:00 pm; Math will hold a separate event June 4.  Bryan will do 
the announcements for the BBQ.  It will be held just outside the main 



doors of the Natural Sciences Building, where the new picnic tables 
reside. 

l. The second annual NSM Fall Field Trip and Potluck will be rafting on the 
Willamette from Albany to Buena Vista with a potluck at Adair Village 
following, September 25, 2009.  This is Friday of Welcome Back week. 

m. Payroll instructions for Unforeseen University Shutdown (as in May 1 
and 4) are found on page 13 of the handouts. 

n. Niki Report – as requested, our original cut-off date for PO’s was April 
24, 2009.  Please get residual PO requests to Niki ASAP as this is 
needed to allow for end-of-year accounting.  Also, Niki reminded faculty 
of evaluations which have to be completed in the next few following 
weeks. 

 
III. OLD BUSINESS 

a. NS Technology Planning Committee – schedule a meeting with Bill/UCS 
for general discussion; sometime this spring, we need a facilitator:  Still 
Pending (committee:  Dutton, Courtney, Taylor, S. Beaver) 

b. Inter-program coordination of class scheduling:  Still Pending – Need 
round 2 meeting ASAP 

c. NSM Budge Committee – met during week of April 13; and S&S 
reduction contingency is in place.  We are working on DEP/SEP 
contributing to the cost of the MTH 70-95 courses we provide for them.  
The new budget will go into effect July 1, 2009. 

d. NSM Building Committee – Bryan, Pete, Jeff Templeton and Steve met 
with Tim Walen from the physical plant for NS building issues. 

e. Admissions follow-up:  Chemistry, Math, EPS are reminded to contact 
Rob Findtner for Hobson’s marketing.   

f. NSM Division Web Site - Klay did a review of the website Division page.  
Individual departmental page updates need to be addressed.  The old 
system was html.  Klay will help any one who would like help with their 
web pages.   The new page styles (php) – needs some work, links to 
individual page.  Klay has a list of errors in departmental web pages. 

g. Provost/Dean:  new faculty mentoring programs, uniform PRC procedural 
guidelines – pending / on shelf.  The Provost identified irregularities 
between the Division PRCs regarding guidelines/procedures.  No action 
has been taken, the Dean has been gone. 

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS  

a. Online SIR Training; Office Specialists May 19-20; 100 Faculty Beta 
Testers Summer-Fall terms (see handout 14).  Some faculty have put 
their names in to participate in the Beta test for Online SIR reports.  
We have sent a response to the Dean on our views of the Online SIR 
process.  Scott stated that points can be made in the comment section 



from students.  Sarah asked how the online process would be 
administered.  Steve said a login would be issued to students.  The plan 
is to have evaluations administered quarterly.  Bryan stated that many 
of the concerns seem to have been addressed.  Steve said that the 
Provost will ultimately made the decision regarding the online process.  
Possibly the Faculty Senate will follow-up on concerns.  It was also asked 
if there would be union participation in the process.  Bryan said there 
doesn’t seem to be a lot of concern about it at this time. 

b. LAS College S&S Cuts:   current reduction figure ~$56,000; 
Provost/Academic Affairs cuts = $175,000 total; NSM S&S Figure 
pending/unknown at present (see pg 15-16 handout).  The Dean will not 
use a flat percentage cut for Divisions, has discretion as to how much to 
cut from each.  The Provost will make the cuts from the Academic 
Affairs budget.  The State Board supports a 4.6% cut in principle.  It 
will probably be late June before we get our new budget. 

c. It should be remembered that WOU emails and computer accounts are 
state property and as such all information belongs to the state and is 
public. 

d. Liberal Arts / General Education Outcomes and Assessment:  LAS 
Retreat May 29, Bob Turner, OUS Leader.  Topic is expected to be 
LACC and general education assessment. 

e. 2009-2010 Committee Assignments.  See page 17 of handouts.  Klay will 
be on PRC in slot that Laurie will vacate. 

f. NSM seminar – receiving community interest.  John Oberst (Monmouth 
mayor) would like to have seminars broadcast on wiMpeg / public access 
channel. 

g. Scott Beaver will become a marshal at graduation. 
 

V. REPORTS 
a. NSM Budget Update:  See page 18 handout  
b. Faculty Senate:  Scott and Bryan 

Music wanted a Jr. Capstone put in place.  All of their proposed program 
changes appear to have no impact on NSM majors.  The Math proposals 
went through. 
Scott:  Anthropology wants to put on their diploma “Departmental 
Honors”.  This generated comment, consensus was that it would not 
receive much support from NSM.  Nancy France is not inclined to make 
this change either. 

c. Faculty Development Committee:  Cheryl and Laurie travel will be funded.  
Hamid will send amounts to Jeff Templeton.  All Division travel requests 
were funded.  Jeff Myers received faculty development funded travel. 
4/19- Division travel requests were sent out 
4/26 – deadline on departmental travel proposals 



Scott stated that division funding is contingent upon faculty 
development travel funding announcements.  We are looking at at least 
$500 more available in division travel money, Jeff will send another call 
for requests.  Hamid will let Jeff know the results of Faculty Dev. 
Awards.  The Division Travel Committee will re-evaluate the process 
next fall. 

d. LACC Review Committee Report – LACC outcomes are crafted, at this 
point this represents two year’s worth of effort. 

e. Academic Infrastructure Committee: Bryan stated that a report was 
submitted to Shirley Lincicum and Deans consisting of “wish” lists.  
Sarah Boomer is now on the AIC committee for NSM. 

f. Academic Requirements Committee – no report. 
g. Curriculum Committee – activities have slowed down 
h. AFT/WOU Faculty Union:  the bargaining meeting was rescheduled due 

to the flu school closure. 
i. Academic Showcase 2009 – May 28:  Mathematics and sciences will be 

well represented at the showcase.  Faculty are encouraged to make 
course readjustments to cancel classes the day of the showcase so 
students can participate, both as presenters and observers. 

j. PRC:  everyone in the division up for promotion was promoted. 
Steve indicated that there is no standard, available record of when 
faculty are hired and their promotion/review schedules.  He would like 
to build a spreadsheet that would contain all of this information in one, 
accessible place. 
 

VI. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
Laurie stated that all was on schedule for the Student Recognition night, 
which is also May 28, 5:30 at Gentle House. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
 

    






































