
 2 

DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS MEETING MINUTES  
March 1, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:35 pm, meeting in NS 122. 
 

I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The agenda was approved as written. 
In attendance:  Sarah Boomer, Kristin Latham, Erin Baumgartner, Ava Howard, Mike 
LeMaster, Bryan Dutton, Laurie Burton, Arlene Courtney, Rahim Kazerouni, Cheryl 
Beaver, Scott Beaver, Mike Ward, Hamid Behmard, Jeff Templeton, Phil Wade,  Steve 
Taylor, Niki Winslow. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY MINUTES 

The February minutes were approved; 
 

III. ANNOUNCEMENT 
a. Faculty Development Grants:  Spring Travel, due April 1, 2011. 
b. The NSM Division spring travel grant deadline is April 26, 2011. 
c. The AIC Infrastructure Proposals:  “Major Remodel Proposals” due April 1, 2011. 

Biology can resubmit the remodel of 123 in the spring, cc Arlene to sent to AIC.  
d. Annual Reporting Process:  Faculty Annual Reports, all TT and NTT faculty (Due:  

June 15, 2011). 
e. Catalogue changes are pending, April 1 is the last day for submission to Julie 

Harding in the Provost’s office.  April 12-13 catalog draft will be available for 
review in WUC, May 16 catalog sent to printer. 

f. Reminder:  2010-11 annual classroom observations of NTT, adjunct faculty.   
g. Reminder:  Faculty Course Load Equivalents (“contact hours”) – New term-by-term 

reporting effort to Dean.  Steve will send the report to the Dean, will combine winter 
& spring.  The report will be forwarded via the division chair. 

h. PURE / Academic Showcase – May 26, 2011.  Bryan reported that there is a large 
turnout of new session chairs who are meeting this week, twice next week, more 
programs will be represented this year than previously. 

i. Admissions Recruiting Events:  Spring Preview Day, April 16, 2011; Campus 
Admitted Student Reception, May 11, 2011; Early Bird Transfer, May 14, 2011, 
SOAR:  Fri, June 24, 2011, Fri., July 8, 2011, Sat. July 9, 2011, Sat., July 23, 2011.   

j. Admissions data compared to last year:  Housing reservations + 40 (+5%), undergrad. 
Applications + 402 (20%), undergrad admits +231 (+14%). 

k. Vans spring term – field trips, two vans have been reserved for the division for the 
months of April and May; sign-up sheets are in the main office. 

l. NSM Division Honors night Thursday, May 26, 2011 – Sharyne is coordinating. 
m. New HWC 100-seat lecture room available for science priority class scheduling; first 

preference per the Dean. 
n. Reminder:  Chain of communication:  faculty/staff – Dept Chair, Div chair – Dean – 

Provost – President 
o.  Niki announcements:  We are heading into the end of the budget season, time to 

plan end-of-year purchases.  90% of Division purchases should be completed by the 
3rd week of spring term, to allow proper time to reconcile year-end numbers. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
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a. NSM infrastructure plan:  Priority NSM room upgrades for summer 2011- NS201 
remodel approved for action. 

b. Student Technology / AIC request:  NS 114 smartroom treatment – decision pending. 
c. Campus Conversation / Accreditation Report I in Submission process.  Bryan and 

Sarah attended.  The Dean brought up number of change/course substitution sheets 
as a reflection on the quality of advising.   

d. “Majors Fair” analogous to preview day exercise, tentative 11 AM-1PM, April 7 
(contact Andrea Nelson) 

e. PRC – Division Chair Continuation – see below for action under PRC committee 
report. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. New program proposals:  must be approved by NWCCU after passing through 
campus-OUS process.  This was presented at Senate, not optional. 

b. It was suggested that Nathan Sauer be nominated for the Staff Member of the Year 
award.  Those present at today’s meeting were in agreement. 

c. Faculty Evaluation process report – by Erin.  March 4th is the due date for feedback 
on the on-line process, either to Erin or Mike Ward.  The committee would like to 
see comments by fall on how to increase participation in on-line only participations 
in evaluations.  They are accepting suggestions at this point.  A recommendation was 
that an oversight office coordinate the evaluation effort.  Laurie asked if the 
evaluations are going to be voluntary to the students for now, the answer is yes.  
UCS is programming a new form through Portal.  A question was asked if UCS 
would be doing the analysis of the responses.  Laurie is glad the open ended forms 
are not part of the online version right now.  It was suggested that they put a 
character limit on the open-ended responses.  Jeff Templeton wondered if the new 
form would allow for alternative teaching method questions, if modifying the testing 
tool would alter the validity of the form.  He also asked about the 50% participation 
requirement for counting the SIR surveys. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update:  Select Division S&S cuts are to be expected for 2011-2012 
budget year.  – NOTE:  Spring purchasing / budget spend-down:  90+% of all 
faculty/departmental purchases must be completed by the end of the third week of 
Spring Term classes:  Monday, April 18, 2011.  Plan ahead! 

b. Faculty Senate – Mike LeMaster reporting.    There is a vote scheduled to take place 
the following week concerning the recommendations of the faculty committee 
designated to look into the LACC structure.  Three items were to be voted on:  1) 
change of the catalog to better reflect the graduation requirements, 2) changes in the 
structure of the ARC, and 3) changes in the charge for the ARC.  Bryan suggested 
continuing the status quo. 

c. Faculty Development Committee – all major requests were approved by AIC for our 
division and forwarded to the Administration for action..  The last round of Faculty 
Development requests this year will be due April 1. 

d.  AFT/WOU Faculty Union – Scott Beaver reporting.  There is a 17 point proposal 
being put forward.  Some items include:  to have sabbaticals subsidized, NTT faculty 
letter of content – course load drop by 1 class/year, 36 to 33 TT, 45 to 42 NTT. 

e. Curriculum Committee:  Laurie reporting.  Computer Science’s change to 4 credit 
courses was rejected by the Curriculum Committee.  The Senate Executive 
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Committee is to add justification.   Curriculum Committee proposals – many poorly 
done.  Biology and Chemistry submitted good proposals. 

f. ARC – Mike Ward reporting.  Re:  The ad hoc LACC committee recommendations:  
1) the suggested composition of the ARC was not what I (Mike Ward) remembered 
being approved by the ad hoc LACC committee, and 2) the language suggesting the 
ARC might be charged with conducting future reviews of the general education 
curriculum was not what was intended.  Instead, the ARC was to review proposed 
changes or additions to general education. 

g. Academic Infrastructure Committee – no additional report, see above. 
h. Master Planning Committee -  There was a meeting to conceptualize a new science 

building.  Steve recommended that the department heads formulate a faculty 
advisory committee to work with Physical Plant and University Architects. 

i. Faculty Searches – Biology new colleague, Dr. Mike Baltzley; Mathematics – 
interviews are completed. 

       j.    Other – changes to PLTL program in Biology, changing to 0 credit. 
       k.   PRC: Division Chair Continuation.  The four department heads unanimously agreed  

 to Steve’s reappointment as Division Chair for another three years.  Jeff Templeton 
made the motion, Bryan seconded that a vote by the division would be conducted by 
secret ballot, the ballots would be in the mailboxes of any faculty of .5 FTE or above, 
by Thursday of this week, and voting would continue until Tuesday, 5:00 pm.  There 
will be a ballot box in the NS building and one in MNB. 

 
        
Meeting adjourned at 5:12 pm. 

 
















