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Division of Natural Sciences & Mathematics Division meeting minutes, March 2, 2010  NS 122 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:35 pm. 
 
I.  ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
In attendance:  Steve Taylor, Sarah Boomer, Kristin Latham, Bryan Dutton, Erin Baumgartner, Klay 
Kruczek, Patricia Flatt, Cheryl Beaver, Scott Beaver, Arlene Courtney, Don Ellingson, Hamid Behmard, 
Mike LeMaster, Pete Poston. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY MINUTES 
It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to accept the February, 2010 meeting minutes. 

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. 2010 Summer registration is open, it is a good idea to advertise courses to students so classes are 

not canceled due to low enrollments. 
b. Requests for the Division Spring Faculty Mass Transport Deadline:  April 27, 2010. 
c. Catalog change schedule:  April 5 – last day for changes to Julie Harding, April 20 & 21 – Draft of 

2010-2011 catalog available for review in WUC, May 10 – 2010-2011 catalog to public relations, 
May 17 – 2010-2011 catalog to printer, June 14 -2011-2011 catalog delivered to campus. 

d. Reminder:  2009-2010 classroom observations of non-tenured track, adjunct faculty 
e. PURE/Academic Showcase – May 27, 2010.  Bryan reports that 35 session chairs have been 

identified. 
f. Admissions Recruiting Events:  Spring Preview Day, April 17, 2010; Early Bird Transfer 

registration, May 15, 2010, SOAR:  Fri., June 25, 2010, Fri., July 9, 2010, Sat. July 10, 2010,  
 July 24, 2010.   

g. Admissions 2010-2011 enrollment report (undergrad. Apps +11%; undergrad admits +18%; target 
~6000)  See handout on page 6. 

h. Two vans have been reserved fro OSU motor pool for spring term field trips, for the months of 
April and May. 

i. Revisions to Fall 2010 schedule/green sheets/temp. course approvals are due to the Dean’s office 
March 8, 2010, due to Niki Friday, March 5. 

j. Niki announcements:  for any one reserving their own vans, be sure Niki gets a copy of the final 
charges provided by OSU motor pool via email. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Building renovations – status report 

i. NS 115 Organic Chem Lab bench top computer stations are slated for completion 
spring break. 

ii. Glassware Storage Room Remodeling Project – 3 office suite nearly completed.  Bryan 
will move down there and share a space with Emma Dutton; Patrick Aldrich and K.C. 
Walsh will also move into this space.  We are hoping Avery Cotton can move into the 
space being vacated by Sam Cole in MNB. 

iii. NS 004 remodel / smartroom status is on schedule for this summer. 
 

b. NSM Curriculum Committee: Status report on NSM LACC course proposal criteria (Cheryl 
Beaver); need final criteria by April division meeting to allow for discussion and vote before end 
of year.  

c. Professional Concerns Committee (Pete Poston):  We need any by-law changes in draft form from 
the committee for the April Division meeting to allow for discussion and vote before the end of 
the year. 
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d. NSM Informatics Program Working Group:  Taylor, Kruczek, Dutton, LeMaster, Courtney.  We 
are waiting on the Dean for further direction/action. 

e. 2010 Spring NSM Student Awards Night – Date – Thursday, May 27.  Laurie and Sharyne will 
oversee plans for this program. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS  
a. NSM Division New Tenure-Line Requests.  It is unknown what the tenure-line hiring process will 

look like for 2010-11.  Scott asked what the process is.  Steve said we need to convene the 
department chairs and submit a division plan by the 3rd week of April for discussion.  There are 
justification forms that we can obtain from the Provost’s office, they should come out by mid May. 

b. NSM Division 2010-2011 budget planning – there is no new news regarding budgets for next year.  
The new budget will be available with the beginning of the new fiscal year, 7-1-2010. 

c. Review of student honor code.  Arlene reported that she had had some students access information 
on her webpage that they should not have.  Bryan said he is announcing expectations at the 
beginning of the term in regards to student honesty.  Niki added that another division has had 
issues with students writing their course number in pencil on Course Substitution forms and then 
changing the number after the signatures are obtained.  It is recommended to always write course 
numbers in ink.  Klay described how the student conduct committee works.  Erin remarked that 
there is a growing trend of a lack of ethics in college students. 

 
VI. REPORTS 
a. NSM Budget Update – current budget trajectory is on tract, see page 7 of handout.  The Dean has 

an increasing deficit in his budget. 
NOTE:  Spring purchasing / budget spend-down:  90%+ of all faculty/departmental purchases 
must be completed by the end of the third week of Spring Term classes; Friday April 16, 2010.  
Plan ahead! 
Dean’s note on year-end opportunity funds / AIC process:  the Dean noted that there would be 
some opportunity funds this year.  Sarah said AIC met two weeks ago, they modified the Provost’s 
form:  removed the Dean’s signature, modified vendor information, submitted to all dept. chairs.  
They have been told that there is $0-$200,000 in AIC funding.  The committee members have to 
have a ranked list next week.  They want to have the list evaluated by April 1.  The funds will not 
be split equally but rather by the ranked list, the Provost will make the call.  Some factors will be 
the teaching impact, scholarship impact, with a preference for interdisciplinary areas.  Our list will 
go to Steve for signature, then to Sarah, and then Joe Harchanko by 4-15.  Long term we would 
like to see funds for renovations in the math computer lab.  One possibility is for the instructor 
station computer to have access to what is on the students’ individual screens.  Please provide a 
ranked list to Steve by March 8. 

b. Faculty Senate 
The proposal to delete Fire Services was denied.  The new changes in the Department of Teacher 
Education proposal have been put forth.  Bryan has copies of the new Education proposal.  There 
have been recent changes made to the proposal.  They are taking on their own advising.  A 
proposed change in the Honors section suggested dropping required GS courses from 15 to 12 
credits.  However, a statement about contact hours in their supporting documents is not correct.  
Bryan will mention the correction at Faculty Senate.   
It is hoped that faculty evaluations will be conducted electronically with the to-be-developed SIR 
form.  The committee is working on the model.  
Linda Stonecipher is proposing that 3 year baccalaureate degrees be accepted by WOU from 
countries that are signatories of the Bologna Declaration.  

c. Curriculum Committee (Division and Campus) – see handout on page 8 – Laurie’s notes (Laurie 
was ill and not able to attend today’s division meeting so sent notes). 
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1) All divisions were satisfied with DTE collaboration and the EC, EC/Elem and 
Elem/Middle program changes were unanimously recommended for approval. 

2) The Honors committee will now “serve as CC” for  honors course and program change 
proposals.   This motion was made and unanimously approved by the CC. 

Note:  The honors course proposals will go through the usual process-Enter in the Portal which 
will then route through faculty > department > division chair > division cc > senate committee 
(honors) > senate > dean > provost. 
3) As a division, please make sure to forward proposals that are well explained to help avoid 

confusion at the senate committee level and faculty senate levels. 
d. AIC – see earlier comments 
e. Faculty Development – every applicant received a faculty development award in the last round.  

April 2, 2010 is the new due date for release time.  The funds available are pretty typical to former 
years.  Regarding faculty mass transport funding, we have approximately half of the division 
budget allotment left for this fiscal year. 

f. AFT/WOU Faculty Union – Scott Beaver reporting.  At the AFT Oregon State convention there 
will be a call for delegates to attend the AFT National conference in Seattle this summer.  They 
have just finished with bargaining.  Scott suggested keeping in mind what faculty would want to 
have included in the next bargaining session. 

g. Academic Requirement Committee –  
All proposals passed.  Fresh start will go to Faculty Senate eventually.  They are not sure of the 
new name.  Students will be able to withdraw from classes up to the 7th week of the term.  Klay 
doesn’t know how long a prior catalog will apply to a student’s program, possibly seven years.  
Currently we follow the OUS pattern of a catalog applying to a student’s program for five years.  
Incomplete grade policy is being discussed, to possibly have an “I” remain an “I” on a transcript 
instead of changing to an “F” after one year if a student does not complete the required work.  The 
consensus among those present at this division meeting felt that an “I” should turn to an “F” after 
a year if the work is not completed. 
There are currently some problems with the “blue” form used for registration and overrides in 
regard to changing time conflicts and pre-requisite approvals.  It was felt the best way to 
circumvent these problems would be for an on-line approval form to be developed and utilized. 

h. PRC  -  all of the files for this year are on their way on the next step of the process. 
i. LACC – Erin 

Proposed LACC criteria being developed, tentatively to include the following: 
• carry lower-division designation, 
• address one or more of the WOU General Education Learning Outcomes, 
• be designated as either: 

o a general survey course, or 
o a focused introductory-level course that brings the student into the methods, 

practices, and ways of knowing the field. 
 The committee is still working on addressing issues related to Writing Intensive courses. 
 
There will be a union meeting at The Crush this Tuesday evening. 
 
It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to adjourn the meeting at 4:45pm. 






























