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MEETING MINUTES 
DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS 

WESTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
 

June 5, 2012; NS122 4:00 PM  NOTE TIME CHANGE 
 
I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

In attendance:  Sarah Boomer, Mike Baltzley, Bryan Dutton, Laurie Burton, Hamid Behmard, Scott Beaver, Breeann Flesch, 
Kristin Latham, Karen Haberman, Rahim Kazerouni, Ava Howard, Mike Ward, Matt Ciancetta, Steve Taylor, Niki Winslow. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MAY MINUTES 

Minutes partially approved, a page missing. 
 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. Annual Reporting Process: Faculty Annual Reports due to Dept.+Division Chairs June 30, 2012; Dept. 
Reports due to Division Chair July 20, 2012; Division Report due to Dean August 10, 2012 

b. WOU Office of Admissions 2012 Recruitment Dates: SOAR: June 29, July 13-14, July 28 (note corrected 
dates). 

c. Reminder: 2011-12 annual classroom observations of non-tenure track / tenure-track faculty 
d. Admissions Data Compared to April Week 2, 2011: Undergrad. Applications +115 (+3.8%), Undergrad. 

Admits +138 (+5.6%); grad student applications +4 (+5.8%); Housing Applications Total = No Data 
e. Reminder: Chain of Communication: Faculty/Staff - Dept. Chair - Div. Chair -Dean – Provost –President 
f. Commencement, Saturday June 16, 2012 – robbing in Pacific Room 10:00-10:15, faculty parade to stadium 10:45. 
g. Niki/Office Coordinator announcements; Year-End Closing of Books – Niki has submitted a formal letter of  

retirement, effective July 1, 2012.  She will continue on as temporary employee in the administrative 
assistant’s position from July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013.  Congratulations and thanks to Niki – but she will still 
be in the game as a temp. employee, story to be continued into next year! 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a. DeVolder Family Science Center status: construction/permit documents complete; ground breaking ceremony 
June 16, 2012 approximately 2 PM, following commencement.  Logistical details still pending. 

b. Revised LAS College Annual Assessment Reporting Forms – to be submitted via email to dept. heads with 
annual reports. 

c. Status of SPOC Committee/President Strategic Task Team Process 
i. Call for department planning documents: please submit any feasibility documents to division chair 

with year-end department reports.  Dean Scheck will be sending out information to keep people informed. 
ii. Applied Baccalaureate: status report, draft 1 model released by Dean/ad hoc committee.  Mike Baltzley 

reported regarding targeted group, different needs in different programs.  The program needs to be broad 
enough to be a bachelor’s, not Applied Baccalaureate, but not too broad.  See page 10 of handout.  They are 
looking for flexibility from prior experiences and double counting courses to build within existing courses.  
This is a hot topic for recruitment.  The idea is to add students, not courses.  Mike Baltzley can pass questions 
on to Dean Scheck.  

iii. Pre-Engineering Feasibility Report: S. Beaver and Schoenfeld.  Scott reported there would be ½ a 
report in the end of year report. 

d. NSM Faculty senators for 2012-2013: Latham, Flesch, Baltzley, Kazerouni 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Committee Members Needed for 2012-2013 (discussion to be continued in Sept., as needed) 

i. Faculty senate curriculum comm.  Burton served since fall 2008: Matt Ciancetta volunteered. 
ii. Honors Committee – Myers has served since fall 2008 _________________ (open) 

iii. Faculty Development Committee: Behmard has served since 2007.  Hamid will do 3rd year. 
 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update     
b.    Faculty Senate.  Kristin reported, filling in for Cheryl.  There has been a proposal for a new COE building.  Funding 
for the next biennium is 2.5% better than previously thought.  PSU and possibly U of O are in favor of having their own 
governing board.  President Weiss is against.  OUS Board is discussing an assessment tool for graduate employment data.  
The Provost gave a presentation on this, it can be seen as a slide show on the Faculty Senate website.  Art is changing 
most courses from three to four credits.  Faculty Senate terms are one year.  The Committee on Committees is being 
disbanded.  It will be AdHoc as needed.  As of 7/10/12 new senators are:  Keller Coker, Steve Wojcikiewcz, and Kristin 
Latham, Secretary.  Bob Hatula will be member-at-large.  Gavin Keulks is past president.      
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c.    Faculty Development Committee    
d. AFT/WOU Faculty Union:  Scott Beaver said the bargaining team is being gathered.  Bryan Dutton will 

represent NSM, is someone else would like to run that would be fine.  The first meeting will be around 
October 1.     

e. Curriculum Committee (Division and Campus):  no meeting.  
f. PRC Status:  Dean letters/recommendation complete. 
g. Academic Req. Committee – “D” course criteria.  This will be fall business, we are not seeking discussion 

right now.  The ARC is trying to make the “D” course criteria clear.  See handouts, pages 12-13.  The 
discussion will start with the ARC and then go to senate. 

h. Academic Infrastructure Committee 
i. NSM AdHoc Gen. Ed./LACC Committee 
j. Complaints – state law, fees for building. 

 
VII. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 

Year-end thanks to Staff: Niki, Sharon Clinton, Sharon Price, Julie, Piper; Year-end thanks to Dept. 
Chairs: Jeff, Sarah, Arlene, Cheryl+Laurie. 
Scott will be working with Academic Showcase. 
Year-end thanks to all colleagues!  Have a good summer! 
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