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Natural Sciences and Mathematics Division Meeting, June 2, 2009    MNB 222 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:55 pm 
 

I.  ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
In attendance:  Steve Taylor, Jeff Templeton, Mike LeMaster, Arlene Courtney, Pete 
Poston, Rahim Kazerouni, Mike Ward, Hamid Behmard, Bryan Dutton, Irja Galvan, Sarah 
Boomer, Kristin Latham, Laurie Burton, Klay Kruczek, Niki Winslow. 
 
Of note:  Klay provided snacks! 

 
II. APPROVAL OF APRIL AND MAY MINUTES   
It was noted that the spelling of Klay’s name should be corrected in both sets of minutes.  
In section III under Announcements, Bryan noted his summer course is Bi 458/558, not 
Bi 438. 

 
III.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On June 16 at 4:00 pm there will be a ceremony at MNB to officially recognize the renaming 
of the building in honor of Mark “Ted” Winters, late husband of Jackie Winters. 
a. Admissions Data for May 29, 2009 (compared to same time last year):  Total apps. + 11%; 

total UG Admits + 15% (see page 12 of handout) 
b. SOAR dates this year are:  Fri 6/26, Fri 7/10, Sat. 7/11, Sat. 7/25 (staffing is needed).  

Rahim has volunteered to staff all dates for Chemistry, Sharyne will have names for math 
staff. 

c. Year-End Faculty Reports are due June 16, 2009; the new format implemented as per fall 
division meetings is to be used.   

d. The Dean wants embedded assessments incorporated into the Year-End reports. These 
should be submitted with faculty reports, as a separate file, on June 16, 2009.   

e. Annual Department Reports:  Steve will send the reports as a division to the Dean.  He 
will cut and paste to the departmental reports from faculty reports.   They are due to 
Steve July 24, 2009; the Division report is due to the Dean August 1, 2009. 

f. There have been faculty requests to make the “NSM Action Request Log” a permanent 
fixture in the division office.  Sheets for such as fastened to a clip board standing 
behind the “signature box” on the extra desk in the main Natural Sciences office. 

g. REMINDER:  Use the “Building Modification Request Form” for Physical Plant work orders 
in MNB and NSB (see page 14).  Copies of the newly updated form will be available in the 
offices. 

h. The Mathematics Year-End Fac-Staff-Student BBQ will be held Thursday, June 4, and 
the Natural Sciences BBQ Friday, June 5.  Bryan will be providing meat for the BBQ, 
there is a sign-up sheet for others’ contributions. 

i. The second annual NSM Fall Field Trip and Potluck will be rafting on the Willamette, with 
a potluck at Adair Village, September 25, 2009. 
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j. There has been a call for faculty presentations during New Student Week 2009.  These 
can be dept/program presentations, a list is due to Adam Slaton in Student Leadership by 
June 30, 2009.  These are 45 minute sessions, with two sessions possible.  Bryan will put 
a notice on the web.  Klay stated that sessions have been used to help with advising.  
Math and Biology have participated with sessions the last five years. 

k. The Dean’s faculty/staff luncheon will be held Friday, June 5 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM in the 
Columbia Room of Werner Center. 

l. Commencement will be held Saturday, June 13, 2009 – the faculty parade departs the 
Pacific Room at 10:45 AM 

m. Niki report – nothing to mention. 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
a. NS Technology Planning Committee – UCS meeting is tabled until fall term 2009 

Committee:  Bryan Dutton, Arlene Courtney, Steve Taylor, Scott Beaver will reconvene in 
the fall. 

b. Inter-program coordination of class scheduling:  schedulers convened 5/22/09, potential 
action items include Physics w/calculus conflict with CH 200, NS 122-215-016 “wildcard” 
room competition, Organic Chemistry Lab/Bio conflicts in spring term, Earth Science-
Calculus lab conflict on T-R, Mth 70-95 in need of dedicated space on campus (sponsored 
by DEP and SEP), Bio lower division A&P = high demand area.  The idea is get a more 
efficient plan for school year 2010-2011.  Possibly another place could be found for Math 
70-95 other than MNB or NSB.  Bryan added that the new Wellness Center will include 
classroom space.  Lower division A&P courses are already over-enrolled and will need 
space. 

c. The NSM Building Committee – convened May 5, met with Tim and Tony of the Physical 
Plant.  The discussion included NSB remodeling budgets, room selection procedures, near-
future NS 103 and NS 004 remodeling needs, NS Instrument Room needs.  The 
committee will reconvene in the fall for further planning sessions. 

d. NSM Division Web Site – Klay has worked on the Web Site, Steve will have some time 
this summer to dedicate to it as well. 

e. Provost/Dean:  new faculty mentoring programs.  Steve sent the Dean an overview of 
current NSM mentoring.  See page 15 of the handout.  Niki Young has put together a 35 
page manual for new faculty, which has not proven to be that useful according to Laurie. 

f. Mike Ward and Scott Beaver have volunteered as online SIR Beta Testers.  Their names 
have been sent to Kathy Hill.  If any one else is interested you should speak with Kathy.  
Mike LeMaster voiced concerns as to how well the new forms/information will mesh with 
the old for comparison purposes.  More information on the new process/forms will be 
available in the fall. 

g. LAS College S&S cuts for 2009-2010:  NSM 902 Budget cut by $5,000, reduction target 
level set by Dean via “sweeping” 2008-09 travel expenditures from NSM902 budget, a 
problematic situation that may recur in 2010-11.  After the Dean has set the new budget 



 3 

for 2010-11 Steve will set a travel amount for that school year.  The general consensus is 
that if Faculty Development travel is awarded to a faculty member, that additional travel 
funds should first be requested from the Dean, then the division will contribute via the 
established travel request process. Laurie asked what system we will use for awarding 
travel monies in the future.  Pete stated that there has been an historical precedence of 
awarding travel within the division. 

h.  LAS Learning Outcomes and Assessments Retreat convened May 29, NSM Dept. Chairs 
attended, and met with Bob Turner and the Dean.  The Natural Sciences assessment 
results were good.  There appeared to be some confusion in other areas.  Klay stated that 
some others on campus appeared fearful of results. 

i. 2009-2010 Committee assignments finalized.  See page 16 of the handout.  Patty was 
nominated for the Student Conduct Committee. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 
a.  The LAS College Instructional Budget Reductions for 2009-2010:  $175,000 targeted 
across LAS.  This main include reducing 3.5-4 instructional FTE across the college.  The 
Dean generally feels NSM is efficient with our FTE assignments. 
The Dean’s remarks:  OUS will examine classes with enrollment of less than 10.  We may be 
able to justify the low enrollment courses with our larger courses.  They are also looking at 
positions with less than ~0.7 FTE; due to the OPE cost-differential.  Department chairs 
should review their dept. adjunct FTE as maximize as much as possible. 
We have had growth in our programs.  Bryan mentioned that the Dean should be reminded 
that with a 15% increase in enrollment college-wide that we are maxed out in our enrollments.  
Laurie asked Steve if we have a count on the number of graduate students that we serve. 
b. Discussion took place regarding the process of documenting physical plant work orders.  

Laurie asked about getting bids vs. estimates, and having the Physical Plant follow a billing 
cycle that doesn’t leave many invoices until late into the fiscal year.  The NSM Division is 
implementing an “approval form” which shows a written bid and signature of a physical 
plant representative.  All faculty and staff are asked to use the new “Building 
Modification Form” so that we can better track Physical Plant costs and eliminate 
misunderstandings with respect to charges. 

 
VI. REPORTS 
a. NSM budget update:  see page 17 of handout.  NSM Departmental Budgets will be issued 

to dept. chairs in early July, once the university numbers are finalized. 
b. Faculty Senate – Scott Beaver reporting 

The 2009-2010 Curriculum proposals will be due earlier next year.  They will be due to  
Faculty Senate by the first meeting in January, but there was some back and forth 
discussion on the absolute deadlines.  Laurie asked who she should talk to about the 
actual due dates?  Bryan will pull up previous notes regarding getting new information in 
the catalogue.  David McDonald has stated that the catalogues are out too late every 
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year and that the Curriculum Committee should have everything to Faculty Senate by the 
first January meeting.  The moral of the story, it is highly recommended that any NSM 
Division curriculum proposals be initiated as early as possible in fall term, if faculty want 
to ensure the changes are included in the following-year catalog. 

c. Faculty Development – nothing to report 
d. LACC Review Committee Report:  The “Outcomes Report” was finalized.  There will be 

another meeting this week.  Jeff Templeton said basically the committee will leave things 
as they are, and that the review process is very slow.  Two years’ work has netted little 
progress. 

e. Academic Infrastructure Committee:  fill out the wireless survey if you are interested in 
obtaining an account.  Ask Sarah for more details if needed, she will service as the NSM 
Division representative in the 2009-10 academic year. 

f. Academic Requirements Committee (Q courses) (see forms on pages 18-21 of handouts).  
Jeff Templeton said the Q courses will be going in the catalogue next year.  Cheryl is 
trying to get the Q courses on the web site. 

g. Curriculum Committee.  Laurie said the W, Q, and D listings are not on the web based 
forms.  The forms are accessed through the Western Portal page.  UCS has a plan to 
maintain the list which will involve much less paper.  The Dean and Provost questions 
should be on the form.  Scott asked when the form would be out.  Laurie is asking for all 
information to be submitted in September/October. 

h. AFT/WOU Faculty Union – Scott Beaver.  Things are in limbo due to uncertain state 
budget outlook.  Ed Dover recently sent out a memo outlining the status of negotiations.  
The Administration and Union agree on salary decompression for adjunct faculty, but the 
timeline for initiation is currently unknown.  Other items include: Course equivalency for 
Science/math labs need an effective date; WOU/AFT wants increased Faculty 
Development funds, but will probably be frozen to current levels; bargaining can always 
try for what was in the previous CBS.  Administration has proposed a 4.6% cut across all 
the OUS.  Each OUS campus administration has to negotiate with faculty separately.  
Steps have not been mentioned in recent bargaining.  The Provost has requested a role in 
the tenure/promotion process.  The PRC said it should be only if cases are gray.  He 
wants to add another level for review.  We already have reviews at the divisional and 
Dean’s levels.  Right now the Provost has no veto power.  The Provost is ex-officio, with 
no voting rights.  The administration has proposed pulling $100,000 out of the general 
fund to provide salary augmentation to the Business Division for accounting faculty.  
There appears to be little to no support by NSM faculty for pulling $100,000 from the 
general fund to increase business salaries, when the rest of the faculty will be frozen or 
asked to take cuts/furlough days (they will have to pry it from our cold, dead fingers). 

 
Taylor adjourned meeting at 5:15 PM.  All NSM faculty and staff were thanked for their hard 
work and dedicated efforts throughout the 2008-2009 academic year. 












































