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DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATIACS MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 4, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:35, meeting in NS 122. 
 

I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
In attendance:  Ava Howard, Sarah Boomer, Kristin Latham, Erin Baumgartner, Jeff 
Templeton, Hamid Behmard, Pete Poston, Jeff Myers, Arlene Courtney, Rahim Kazerouni, 
Bill Schoenfeld, Mike LeMaster, Klay Kruczek, Steve Taylor, Niki Winslow. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER & DECEMBER MINUTES 

December minutes will be amended regarding Scott’s report.  Minutes approved with this 
change. 

 
III. ANOUNCEMENTS 

a. Spring 2011 schedule  revisions and summer 2011 schedule due to Niki on Jan. 3, 2011 
(due to Dean on January 14); 2011-2012 schedule due to Niki on January 7, 2011 (due 
to Dean on January 21).  Arlene questioned the early due dates in comparison to a 
number of years ago.  Niki will look into what the due dates were in the past. 

b. Faculty Development Grants:  “Major Research Grants:  Due January 28, 2011, Spring 
travel due April 1, 2011.  Pete will turn in a report on his extension.  Julie Harding 
should be cc’d on requests. 

c. NSM Spring Travel Grant Deadline: April 26, 2011. 
d. AIC Infrastructure Proposals:  Equipment Proposals Feb. 1, 2011; “Major Remodels” 

April 1, 2011.  All NSM departments have put together their request lists (see 
December Division meeting notes).  Please provide Steve with a copy of requests.  
There was some discussion regarding the document cameras in 016 and 215 needing 
some attention.  Niki will contact Nathan regarding this.   

e. Annual Reporting Process:  Faculty Annual Reports, all TT and NTT faculty (Due:  
June 15, 2011). 

f. Catalog changes / minor edits due in Dec. and Jan., via Dean’s office and Julie Harding. 
g. Reminder:  2010-2011 annual classroom observations of non-tenure track, adjunct 

faculty. 
h. Reminder:  Faculty course load equivalents (“contact hours”) – new term-by-term 

reporting effort to the Dean.  A new spreadsheet has been developed for this purpose. 
i. PURE/Academic Showcase – May 26, 2011. 
j. Admissions Recruiting Events:  Winter Preview Day I, Jan. 22, 2011; Winter Preview 

Day II, Feb. 19, 2011; Spring Preview Day, April 16, 2011; Campus Admitted student 
reception, May 11, 2011; Early bird Transfer, May 14, 2011, SOAR:;  Fri., June 24, 
2011, Fri. July 8, 2011, Sat., July 9, 2011, Sat., July 23, 2011.  There is some discussion 
of changing the title of “Early Bird” to something else. 

k. Reminder:  Chain of Communication:  Faculty/Staff – Dept. Chair – Div. Chair – 
Dean – Provost – President.  See handout page 8. 

l. Niki announcements:  you will find a new sheet for each classroom/lab in the Natural 
Sciences building in the schedule notebook, printed directly from the scheduling 
software “Astra”.  It will show the schedule for the current term.  Following each Astra 
printout will be the penciled in schedule for the entire year as we’ve always had.  

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 
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a. NSM Infrastructure Plan:  Priority NSB room upgrades for summer 2011 = NS201 
remodel; NS 103 remodel.  Arlene indicated that UCS will not be providing computer 
upgrades as part of the remodel. 

b. Student Technology / AIC Request:  NS 114 smartroom treatment + student computer 
stations. 

c. Identification of NSM courses for use of the “RP” grade designation – “Regular 
Progress”; list of courses due to Taylor by email, Monday Jan. 10, 2011 at 5 PM.  Steve 
will send the list to the Executive Committee. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. New Program proposal:  Medicinal Chemistry Option (major & minor), see pgs 9-12 of 
handout.  Patty wrote the proposal and reported that it would serve pre-professional 
students such as pre-pharmacy and pre-nursing students who are changing their majors 
to areas such as community health.  Patty requests any feedback by January 11 before 
she submits the proposal to the division curriculum committee.  Laurie is the chair of 
this committee.  The proposal will then go to the Provost’s council. 

b. Possible Exchange Program Opportunities with Great Britain (via Dave McDonald and 
Karen Sullivan-Vance).  Previously these types of programs have primarily impacted 
areas such as Business and Computer Science.  Exchanges with Great Britain could 
potentially impact the sciences and mathematics. 

c. Accreditation / “Campus Conversation” – need for NSM Dept. reps. at future meetings 
(as per Dutton & Boomer).  A straw poll was taken to see if it was felt this was 
something we wanted to give attention and energy to at this time, the agreement was 
that it is.  Each dept. will identify a delegate by 1/14 for the next “Conversation” 
January 20.  This will be considered an ad hoc committee, please forward delegates’ 
names to Steve.  The following meeting will be February 17, 2011. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update (see page 20 of handout).  Budget stable at this time. 
b. Faculty Senate – not a lot of change since last meeting. 
c. Faculty Development Committee – has not meet since last Div meeting. 
d. AFT/WOU Faculty Union – nothing new to report 
e. Curriculum Committee (Division and Campus) – new chemistry proposal 
f. PRC status:  files submitted, process in place, reviews under way; files due to Dean’s 

office by end of January.  The NSM committee will meet January 21 at 1:30. 
g. Academics Requirement Committee – has not met 
h. Academic Infrastructure Committee – already reported above 
i. Master Planning Committee – member not in attendance 
j. Faculty Searches:  Biology interviews will begin 1/7/2011, there are four candidates.  

Presentations by candidates will be at 4:00 pm in NS 103, January 7, 14, 21 and 24.  
Mathematics has narrowed their pool from 143 to 20. 

k. PURE – Showcase in May; call for sessions and abstracts 
l. Other.  Irja Galvan is teaching one course winter term in NS 204.  NS 204 will be 

considered as her office and as such it is requested that this room remain locked. 
 
Meeting adjourned 4:20 pm. 










































