
 2 

DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 1, 2011 
 
The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 3:38 pm, meeting in NS 122. 
 

I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
In attendance:  Sarah Boomer, Kristin Latham, Erin Baumgartner, Klay Kruczek, Ava 
Howard, Mike LeMaster, Laurie Burton, Pete Poston, Arlene Courtney, Klay Kruczek, 
Rahim Kazerouni, Scott Beaver, Steve Taylor, Niki Winslow. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF JANUARY MINUTES 

The minutes were approved with one change in New Business.  The new Medicinal 
Chemistry option proposal with not need to go to the Provost’s council. 

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENT 

a. Faculty Development Grants:  “Major Research Grants:  Due Jan. 28, 2011, Spring 
Travel, due April 1, 2011, see handout page 4.  All fall faculty development travel 
was funded.  Patty will take over Faculty Development duties from Arlene as the 
meeting time conflicts with another meeting Arlene attends. 

b. The NSM Division spring travel grand deadline is April 26, 2011. 
c. The AIC Infrastructure equipment proposals went in today.  There were three 

proposals, chemistry, biology and physical sciences all bundled.  Major remodels 
proposals go in April 1, 2011.  See page 4 of handouts.  Biology can resubmit the 
remodel of 123 in the spring. 

d. Annual reporting process:  Faculty Annual Reports, all TT and  NTT faculty (Due:  
June 15, 2011). 

e. Catalogue changes are pending, check with Julie Harding of the Provost’s office.  
There have been no recent emails regarding the catalogue. 

f. Reminder:  2010-11 annual classroom observations of NTT, adjunct faculty.   
g. Reminder:  Faculty Course Load Equivalents (“contact hours”) – New term-by-term 

reporting effort to Dean.  See page 5 of handouts. 
h. PURE / Academic Showcase – May 26, 2011. 
i. Admissions Recruiting Events:  Winter Preview Day II, Feb. 19, 2011; Spring 

Preview Day, April 16, 2011; Campus Admitted Student Reception, May 11, 2011; 
Early Bird Transfer, May 14, 2011, SOAR:  Fri, June 24, 2011, Fri., July 8, 2011, 
Sat. July 9, 2011, Sat., July 23, 2011. 

j. Admissions data compared to last January:  Housing reservations + 171 (+36%), 
undergrad. Applications + 481 (36%), undergrad admits +206 (+17%). 

k. New honors course scheduling procedure:  course listings directly handled by 
Honors Program director, see page 7 of handout.  Honors courses were previously 
scheduled by the Division. 

l. Two spring vans for field trips have been reserved for the months of April and May.  
A calendar is posted in the main NS office for signup so we are aware ahead of time 
of any conflicts. 

m. Reminder:  Chain of communication:  faculty/staff – Dept Chair, Div chair – Dean – 
Provost – President 

n.  Niki announcements:  thank you to all involved in the scheduling process this year, 
great job, everything went very smoothly.  Now please plan to make budget 
expenditures before the end of the fiscal year as there is a lag time involved with 
orders. 
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IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a. NSM infrastructure plan:  Priority NSM room upgrades for summer 2011- NS201 
remodel; NS 103 remodel. 

b. Student Technology / AIC request:  NS 114 smartroom treatment (instructor station). 
c. Identification of NSM courses for use of the “RP” grade designation – Math (Mth 

403) and Earth Sciences responded. 
d. Status of New Program Proposal:  Medicinal Chemistry  Option (major & minor).  

The proposal is officially launched, the committee approved.  Now it is on to faculty 
senate. 

e. Campus Conversation / Accreditation.  Kristin reported on this meeting.  The 
Provost sent out a notice from the 1/20/2011 meeting on how to restructure KPI’s.  
Mike Ward sent out an email indicating they had removed the “creates knowledge” 
language in the proposals.  Kristin will resend this email.  The next draft of the 
document is due 2/17.  Comments should be directed to Wanda in the Provost’s 
office. 

f. “Faculty Productivity” Audit of WOU and UO, Oregon Dept of Justice; faculty visits 
may occur.  Arlene had an interview with a Dept of Justice representative regarding 
this audit. 

g. Text book rental program – spring term pilot testing;  Sarah reported that the 
committee has only met once to date.  They would like to target frequently taught 
courses.  Rental costs are expected to be approximately 35%-40% of used or new 
cost.  See page 8 of handouts. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. New Web-based procedures for Office of Disability Services, change in faculty 
engagement protocol.  Laurie suggested there should be some directions shared with 
faculty on the new procedure, which there has not been.  The procedure now requires 
an enrollment by the student on a computer, which has been taking place in the 
faculty member’s office, there are procedural issues in this regard.  Taylor said he 
would email ODS requesting clarification on the process.   

b. 2010 Spring NSM Student Awards Honors Night.  Laurie and Sharyne will do the 
planning has they have done in the past several years. 

c. A “Majors Fair” analogous to preview day exercise, is proposed for Tuesday, April 
19, by advising.  See page 9 handout.  This would be for currently enrolled WOU 
students who have not decided on a major. 

 
VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update see page 10 of handout.  Budget is in good shape but it is time 
to start thinking of the getting it spent.  “Opportunity Funds” have been mentioned 
by the Dean to date.  This has been partially folded into the AIC process. 

b. Faculty Senate – the meeting that would have been held most recently was not 
(January).  The audit is an issue at this time, current curriculum issues may not affect 
us.  The President stated that OUS may be removed as an agency of the state. 

c. Faculty Development Committee – the next round of reviews will be under way. 
d. AFT/WOU Faculty Union – Scott Beaver reporting.  Some bargaining issues under 

discussion:  Faculty development, workload, pre-tenure protection, course 
reassignment, family leave.  February 28 is the first face to face bargaining session.  
Klay would like to have the language clarified regarding “early finals”.  Basically, 
exams may be given during dead week, such as a mid-term, but not a final unless 
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approved by the division chair and Dean.  If a final is given during dead week it is to 
be followed with course activity during finals week. 

e. Curriculum Committee (Division and Campus) – Faculty senate president email + 
status report:  page 11 of handout.  CJ has a crime analysis proposal going through.  
Fire Services Administration wants to drop its minor; there are a lot of CS and 
Math/CS double major changes. 

f. PRC status:  all files have been submitted to the Dean.  Letters and recommendations 
are complete. 

g. ARC – no recent meeting 
h. Academic Infrastructure Committee – Arlene reporting 

A meeting was held with the Provost, Tom Neal, Bill Kernan, Mark Weiss.  The 
most current word is that there will be no new smart rooms, only refurbished old 
ones.  Gay suggested that the divisions make a priority list and smart room priority 
list any way. 

        i.   Master Planning Committee – Laurie did not attend, there were no minutes. 
       j.    Faculty Searches – biology is on-going, mathematics has narrowed down to four 
            candidates, the list has been sent to the Dean.  He has asked to see a summary of the  
 final 11 math candidates. 
       k.   PURE – Showcase in May; call for sessions and abstracts. 
        
Meeting adjourned at 4:39 pm. 

 
























