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Natural Sciences & Mathematics Division Meeting Minutes    
February 3, 2009 MNB222 
 
I.  The meeting was called to order by Division Chair Steve Taylor at 4:05 pm. 
 
In attendance:  Arlene Courtney, Rahim Kazeroni, Bryan Dutton, Mike Lemaster, Jeff 
Templeton, Steve Taylor, Kristin Latham, Patty Flatt, Mike Ward, Klay Kruczek, Scott 
Beaver, Cheryl Beaver, Laurie Burton, Hamid Behmard, Bill Schoenfeld 
 
II. Approval of January Minutes.  It was moved, seconded, unanimously approved to 
accept the minutes of the January 2009 division meeting. 
 
III. Announcements 
 
The summer 2009 schedule is finalized and posted on Banner, the 2009-2010 schedule 
is in progress.  Taylor reminded faculty that wireless network access is available 
through the Dean’s office.  Arlene Courtney requested that her name be forwarded.  
Admissions reports good application numbers for next year, generally enrollment is 
projected to be up 10-12 % in Fall 2009.  Student award nominations are due Feb. 20.  
UCS reports that malware viruses are running about campus, and are actively working 
to contain them.  An Oregon 150 commemoration event is planned for Feb. 13.  Piper 
has reserved two vans from OSU motorpool for Spring term (months of april and may). 
 
Niki’s health condition was discussed and all expressed concern for her well being.  
Taylor presented an interim 6-week management plan to cover Niki’s absence via multi-
tasking and use of Sharyne, laboratory preparators, and student assistants.  The staff all 
agreed that sharing duties and covering were preferable to hiring a short-term, 
temporary employee.  Piper has been trained and will be handling all purchase orders 
and Banner purchase requests while Niki is out. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. The Dean is optimistic that NSM opportunity funds will be available in spring 
term, however WOU had to return some surplus funds to the state and used a 
portion to re-finance lost Oregon Opportunity Grant dollars.  We should 
probably expect to see these after spring enrollment figures are in, possibly the 
second week of spring term.  Biology has already received opportunity funds 
in relation to the new Plant Physiology hire.  

b. The NSM seminar schedule is finalized for winter and spring terms. 
c. The ad hoc NSM scheduling committee met in January and discussed conflicts 

for the 2009-2010 academic year.  While some progress was made, additional 
discussions are needed. 
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d. Taylor discussed the WOU accreditation report and interim follow-up visit 
scheduled for March and April.  For now the dust has settled, and the 
Provost’s office is handling report / visitation preparation. 

e. Taylor reported that the NSM faculty comments regarding changes to the 
SIR/faculty evaluation process have been forwarded to the Dean. 

f. Taylor presented the new proposal routing forms and grants process being 
implemented by the office of sponsored programs.  Several faculty voiced 
concerns that Sponsored Programs could potentially set up additional road 
blocks to scholarship, and that overhead rates could increase in the future.  
NSM faculty senators emphasized that the Sponsored Program changes to the 
grants process should be presented to the full faculty senate for comment / 
follow-up discussion, before implementation.  Scott Beaver suggested that he 
request the senate executive committee to re-examine the issue and invite 
Sponsored Programs to present the new changes.  A motion was made as such, 
seconded, and unanimously approved by attendees.  Scott said that he would 
follow-up with the executive committee and place the Sponsored Programs 
situation on the agenda. 

 
V. NEW BUSINES 
 
Taylor reported that Physical Plant is planning building work for the upcoming 
construction season.  UCS will be installing smartroom technology in NS123 over 
spring break.  Bryan Dutton established a new student “FOB” checkout system.  
Forms are available in the division office, Bryan has set up a FOB lock box in the 
mail room.  Contact Bryan if you have students that need FOBs to access the 
building. 
 
NSM faculty discussed the 2009 Student Awards ceremony.  All agreed that May 28, 
2009, on the day of Academic Showcase, is a good time.  Laurie Burton volunteered 
to facilitate planning of the event.  Sharyne will contact WOU Foundation to reserve 
Gentle House. 
 
Taylor reported that the division web site is out of date and in need of an ad hoc team 
to update.  Klay Kruczek volunteered to work with Taylor to update. 
 
VI. REPORTS 
 

An NSM budget update was provided.  Piper has been filling in for Niki recording 
expenditures and tracking the spreadsheet.  Taylor announced that the proposed $5 lab 
fee increases would not be in effect until Summer or Fall 2009, but were in process. 
 
Biology completed their search for Lonnie’s replacement.  Ava Howard will be joining 
the faculty in Fall 2009, she is a plant physiologist / ecologist.  Math’s search is still in 
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process, and they will be interviewing soon.  Math candidates will be visiting the first 
and second week of Feb. 
 
Faculty Senate:  The “Q” quantitative literacy proposal from the Academic 
Requirements committee was passed by faculty senate.  The list of Q courses will be 
designated at a future date.  The academic requirements committee was asked by 
admissions for feedback on CLEP admissions scores.  Cheryl Beaver will facilitate 
NSM discussion/feedback on CLEP. 
 
Other announcements were made regarding curriculum committee, academic showcase, 
WOUFT, and Oregon Academy of science. 
 

IV.  A motion was made, seconded and moved to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting 
adjourned at 5:10 PM.  All were thanked for starting / staying later. 

 
    
 
 




















































