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DEC. 6, 2011 MEETING MINUTES 
 

DIVISION OF NATURAL SCIENCES AND MATHEMATICS 
WESTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 

 
December 6, 2011; NS122  4:00 PM NOTE: NO DIVISION MEETING IN JANUARY (still on break first Tuesday) 
 
I. ROLL CALL / APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

In attendance:  Sarah Boomer, Mike LeMaster, Kristen Latham, Mike Baltzley, Breean Flesch, Mike 
Ciancetta, Matthew Nabity, Scott Beaver, Laurie Burton, Jeff Templeton, Rahim Kazerouni, Patty Flatt, 
Arlene Courtney, Steve Taylor, Niki Winslow. 
Agenda was approved as written. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER MINUTES – approved as written. 
 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

a. Sabbatical requests / proposals; (OUS “pink form” + CANCEL Supplement; to Div. Chair / Dean by 12/15/11) 
b. Scheduling: Spring 2012 Corrections and Summer 2012 Summer Schedule Due to Niki December 19, 2011; 

2012-2013 Academic Year Schedule Due to Niki January 3, 2011 
c. Annual Reporting Process: Faculty Annual Reports Due to Dept.+Division Chairs June 30, 2012; Dept. 

Reports Due to Division Chair July 20, 2012; Division Report Due to Dean August 10, 2012 
d. WOU Office of Admissions 2011-2012 Recruitment Dates: Winter Preview Day I Jan. 21, Winter Preview 

Day II Feb. 11, Spring Preview Day April 28, SOAR: June 22, July 13-14, July 28. 
e. Chain of Communication: Faculty/Staff - Dept. Chair - Div. Chair –Dean-Provost –President 
f. Faculty Development Grants: Research Jan. 27, 2012; Travel II and Reassignment April 9, 2012 (note: NEW! 

online submission process http://www.wou.edu/provost/ faculty_development.php).  January requests will be 
for major research, with spring travel following date. 

g. NSM Division Travel Supplement Deadlines: April 25, 2011 (following last year pattern) 
h. Reminder: 2011-12 annual classroom observations of non-tenure track / tenure-track faculty 
i.    Niki / Office Coordinator announcements:  the division budget is right on track. 

 
IV. OLD BUSINESS 

a. DeVolder Family Science Center status: 3-story building floor plan design in process.   
b. Revised Drafts of LAS College Annual Assessment Reporting Forms:  note - in draft form only at this time. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Environmental Chemistry Curriculum Proposal – see pages 10-13 of handout.  Requires Bi 200 sequence, 
Probability and Statistics in mathematics. 

b. SPOC Committee Process – LACC Lab Science Discussions:  “Strategic Planning Operations Committee”.  
Committee members:  Gavin Keulks, Bob  _____, Tad Shannon. 

c. Provost Online Lab Science Feasibility Inquiry:  see handout pgs. 14-22. 
 

VI. GUEST VISIT: Dean Scheck – overview of SPOC Committee Process:  Dean Scheck spoke to those attending 
this division meeting regarding SPOC.  He said it is a “brain storming” group which is, among other things, 
discussing the feasibility of dropping 100-level science labs.  He mentioned Provost Neely’s message regarding 
increasing University enrollment or decreasing expenditures.  President Weiss feels we need a decrease in spending 
in the 2013-2015 biennium in the neighborhood of three million dollars.  SPOC will affect COE, LAS and other 
areas that report to the Provost.  Some items on their list for discussion:  what types of revenues are we talking 
about, what is the role of science/labs in general education, some schools can navigate without science.  There is a 
proposed on-line discussion, ideas will go to the Provost, he will discuss with individuals.  The SPOC is supposed 
to weed out really bad ideas.  There should be opportunities to discuss pros/cons of ideas.  They are looking at 
where we might enhance enrollments, present products.  LAS comprises 70-75% of WOU enrollment.  They are 
looking at how to condense enrollments, there won’t be the luxury of under-enrolled courses.  We may need to 
“retool” courses, get creative in what we offer.  We will continue with 100-level courses next fall.  After 2012 
budgets get really tight.  Mathematics may develop online courses, it is felt there may be a sizeable market for 
online courses in Alaska.  The SPOC committee will continue meeting, their recommendations concern academics 
only.  They may also consider Applied Baccalaureate degrees, modified two-year programs, certificates for the 

http://www.wou.edu/provost/%20faculty_development.php
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Post-Baccalaureate market.  
 
VII. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Report – on target 
b. Faculty Senate:  had a short meeting, Bryan, Kristin, Mike LeMaster attending.  Graduate students want a slot 

for interpretive studies.      
c. Faculty Development Committee:  requests were close to what was expected at this time.  
d. AFT/WOU (workload committee):     
e. Curriculum Committee:  Biology has some small changes that they will send to Laurie and Steve. 
f. Academic Requirements Committee:  Policy is to include number of hours to petition for overload did not pass. 

 The form has been upgraded.  The “D” designation for transfer students will not require a signature.  It will 
become automatic with the transfer.  The “W” issue did not come up.  The ARC is in the early phase of 
looking at the “D” criteria.     

g. PRC / Tenure and Promotion (Files Due on Nov. 18): large stack of files from NSM in conference room, they 
will be reviewed after break. 

h. Academic Infrastructure Committee No more funding at this time. 
i. Building Committee (Div. + Dept. Chairs) 
j. PURE/Academic Showcase:  Bryan is wrapping up his PURE tenure this year.  Ethan McMahan will take the 

helm next year.  “Pure Insights” is the inaugural journal from the Showcase.  Check with Camilla if interested, 
Ava for Biology. 

k. Complaints  
 

 
 

 
VIII. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT (Happy Holidays and Winter Break) 
 

Steve mentioned that the “extra” form for sabbatical was removed. 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
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