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NSM Division Meeting Minutes, December 2, 2008,  MNB 222 
 
I.  In Attendance:  Steve Taylor, Laurie Burton, Bill Schoenfeld, Mike LeMaster, Hamid 
Behmard, Patty Flatt, Pete Poston, Rahim Kazerouni, Mike Ward, Klay Kruczek, Jeff 
Templeton, Bryan Dutton, Jeff Myers, Kristin Latham, Niki Winslow. 
 
The meeting commenced at 3:40 PM with Dr. Steve Taylor leading. 
 
II.  The minutes from the November Division Meeting were unanimously approved with a 
motion and second.. 
 
III. Announcements 

a. Sabbatical requests are due soon.  They are to be turned in in triplicate on the 
pink forms.  Niki has extra copies if needed.   

b. New digital Canon copiers are up and running with print / scan capabilities.  The 
scan function produces *.pdf files that can be emailed to users.  We plan to 
program both Math and Natural Sciences machines with the same ID codes for 
ease of use in either building. 

c. Summer schedule materials have been distributed.  They are due January 21, 
2009 to the Dean’s office, sooner to the division office (Niki will send a due date 
schedule for all terms). 

d. Wireless laptop access is available through the Dean’s office for $5 per month.  
Please send your requests to the Division chair if you want this service.  This will 
be an additional connection fee in addition to existing office network fees of $12 
per month. 

e. WOU Foundation Grants are due to the Dean’s office before December 8.  The 
Dean ranks the requests.  Steve will request travel funding for the NSM seminar 
series. 

f. Niki will be sending out due dates of the various schedules since all three come 
due in January – spring corrections, summer and the entire 09-10 school year. 

g. Division Travel:  Jeff Templeton sent requests to the departments, received two 
back, Laurie and Erin for NSM902 travel.  The next round will be in April to 
coincide with Faculty Development travel grants. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Division equipment and capital improvement plans:  Status on requests / 
submissions:  Steve sent our list to the Dean who will be following up with the 
Provost.  Requests went to the AIC as well.  A total of $1.2 million in needs were 
identified by division faculty.  Lists will be prioritized within the departments.  
Bryan is working on the AIC list. 
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b. NSM Seminar Schedule – the existing schedule can be found on pages 11-12 of 
the meeting handout.  Additional speaker recommendations are sought to round 
out the schedule. 

c. Ad Hoc working groups 
i.NSM Building Utilization and Planning Committee – Status / Follow-up 
Action:  The building committee will meet winter term for long-range planning. 
Pages 13-15 of the meeting handout outlines current  Natural Science building 
usage.  Steve reports we are completely full in office usage and would essentially 
need remodeling of existing space or a  new building if we continue to add 
faculty. 
ii. NSM LACC Review Committee (see pg. 16 of handout) 
Mike Ward spoke with Jeff Templeton regarding the campus committee forming 
a subcommittee to look at learning outcomes.  The committee is moderately 
happy with the current LACC.  Mike doesn’t feel we need to meet until further 
action develops at the campus level. 
iii. Committee Assignments / Updates: Hamid would like to receive the new list 
of committee assignments.  Steve stated that the LACC is the only one with 
current adjustments because of sabbaticals:  Bryan is stepping for Karen 
Haberman,  Rahim for Arlene Courtney until she returns in January.  Jeff 
Templeton, Mike Ward, Arlene Courtney, and Bryan Dutton comprise the LACC 
Ad Hoc Committee. 

d. Fall 2008 Dept Assessment Reports – Status / Due December 8, 2008 (pgs 17-
23) 
i.Group discussion needed on modified directives from Dean Scheck since 
November meeting (see pg 18 for Dean’s directive). 
Assessment is tied in with accreditation requirements.  Current comments go 
back to an April 29, 2008 report.  The Provost has the report, he will issue a 
response.  Basically it is felt that there was assessment deficiency in the college 
of LAS. 
ii. Pg 17 schedule:  There is a 5-7 year program external review schedule for 
Assessment sent to the Dean.  Costs will need to be budgeted if we have an 
independent assessment review. 
iii. See page 18, Dean Scheck’s November 23, 2008 email, the Dean’s most 
current Program Assessment Update. 
iv. The catalogue needs to be reviewed for departmental outcomes.  We only 
need three, edits only, not program changes.  The three edits should be forwarded 
to Julie Harding in the Provost’s office. 
v. See the WOU Curriculum Log Program Assessment of pg 19 handout.  The 
Dean would like to have all departments to have these in prior to winter break.  
The Dean is asking that we discuss assessment protocol.  Each department is to 
write their descriptions to align with the University’s academic mission. 
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Mike Ward stated that Math has eight items consistent with what they already 
did for accreditation.  Steve indicated that if the task is already done, attach the 
existing reports to the requested form. 

e. Inter-program coordination of class scheduling 
i.There are recurring inter-program conflicts.  It was decided that schedulers will 
meet in January to resolve. 

f. PRC – Status:  files submitted, process in place, review under way, next meeting,  
January 8, 2009.  The three-year reviews are due as soon as possible.  Files will 
go to the Dean’s office January 30, 2009.  

g. Professional Science Masters Initiative in OUS – Taylor report of findings: 
Steve attended a day-long OUS meeting regarding the Sciences Masters degree.  
The general feeling was one of moving away from a thesis-based program to one 
of more paid internships and practicums, in combination with businesses.  The 
model involves extended internships rather than theses.  This would be along the 
lines of the MIS in Business/Computer Science at WOU.  The Provost is 
interested in this proposal.  We do not currently have the faculty or curriculum 
for such a program in NSM. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Two NSM Representatives are needed on the Faculty Senate Awards 
Committee.  This tenure is of a limited duration.  Pete said he would be 
willing to serve for one year, Hamid volunteered as well since he moved off 
the LACC ad hoc Committee. 

b. Office of Sponsored Programs (see pg 24 of handout) 
There is a change in the grant proposal process.  Proposals are to be sent 
through Ella Taylor at TRI.  A new proposal routing sheet will be made 
available soon.  This procedure applies to Government sponsored grants.  
Proposals will no longer be routed directly to Darin, but to Ella, she will serve 
as primary point of contact for university.  She will require three days lead 
time prior to the due date.  Bryan had a question about how this would affect 
grant overhead, and if there would be a Faculty Senate follow-up on this new 
procedure. 

c. Review of Honors Program / Science Course Requirements  (see pg 25) 
WOU has the second highest hours requirement in the state for our honors 
program.  Gavin Keulks would like to see more flexibility in the program 
requirements.   Jeff Myers stated that this is an important issue for 1st and 2nd 
year science students, that it is difficult for them to fit the honors program into 
their schedules.  The NSM/LACC review committee could be utilized for 
honors-related course evaluation.  Steve will meet with Gavin and see what he 
has in mind. 

d. Division of Extended Programs – DEP is interested in supporting faculty in 
online course development (see pg 26).  They have expanded their services 
and improved the pay/FTE structure.  Anyone interested should contact DEP. 
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VI. REPORTS 

a. NSM Budget Update 
Niki feels the NSM budget is basically on track, where we expect it to be at 
this time of year.  We have had a few surprises in the NSM902 budget but 
have to date been able to cover them. 
We are hoping to implement the new lab fees spring term.  Darin needs to 
propose the $5.00 fee increases for 09-10 as part of the administrative rules 
process.. 

b. Search Committee – the last Biology candidate to arrive will be Ava Howard. 
Hamid stated that math has 60 candidates that have application files.  They 
still need two more adjunct faculty. 

c. Faculty Senate - Klay has the notes for the last meeting.  WOU has been 
asked to reduce the school budget by $500,000 in the biennium.  They are 
looking at the 40/40/20 initiative.  Provost Neeley has asked that this be 
examined. 

d. Faculty Development Committee: All faculty who applied, received the 
awards that they applied for.  The next round will be for research, the 
deadline is January 30. 2009. 

e. AIC – Sarah is on the committee, Bryan off.  The NSM division has 
submitted an AIC “wish list” for equipment and infrastructure purchases. 

f. Academic Requirements Committee (C. Beaver) – no report, Cheryl out sick. 
g. Curriculum Committee:  

i. Earth Science is still working on their program changes that were first 
proposed in Spring 2008.  The Provost and Dean have significantly 
increased the assessment documentation needed for program changes, 
and Earth Science is being used as the test case.  If new programs are 
proposed, faculty need to make the assessment component detailed 
enough to satisfy administrative expectations as part of the NWCCU 
accreditation process.   

ii. Please submit any curriculum changes to Laurie (committee chair) by 
February 6, for next year’s catalogue. 

iii. UCS will help faculty senate update the curriculum committee web 
page.   

iv. JoNan Leroy at DEP requested that 700# courses be reserved for  non-
credit professional courses, for people of the community, not part of a 
program degree. 

v. Pete asked about changes in the Organic Chemistry courses, and the 
need to meet regarding impact on Biology.  Bryan will look at the 
potential impacts of the proposed organic chemistry schedule on 
biology students. 

h. AFT/WOU Faculty Union reports: Phil has been working on the adjunct 
faculty steps, etc.  They will meet again in January. 



 5 

i. Academic Showcase 2009 – in May. 
j. Oregon Academy of Science:  See Jeff Myer’s email. 

 
VII. FINAL COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT 
 

a. UCS is implementing new security systems, it has caused some new spam issues, 
one of which being that regular mail is bounced.  Please email Bill Kernan with your 
concerns. 

 
b. There is an Allen wrench on a purple Oriental knotted chain in the supplies 
drawer for unlocking the doors should someone arrive in the NS building and it 
hasn’t been unlocked on a regular working day.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:55 PM. 

 
  
 
 
























































