College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Department Meeting Log

Date: 03 December 2009
Department: Biology Division: Nat. Sci. and Math
Attended: Weekly Departmental Meetings (Erin Baumgartner, Sarah Boomer, Bryan Dutton,

Irja Galvan, Karen Haberman, Ava Howard, Kristin Latham, Mike LeMaster)

1. Program, major/minor/curriculum components or operational issues reviewed:

This year the Biology Department has been reviewing the Principles of Biology sequence (Bl
211 - 213) which is the introductory series for Biology Majors / Minors. We have devoted time
during each of our weekly departmental meetings for discussions of these courses.

2. Assessment Method (type of evidence reviewed). Where is the evidence stored?:

The current assessment plan for this sequence includes surveying student backgrounds and
knowledge via embedded content / knowledge questions on the first day of classes, mid-term
exams and final exams, and attitudinal questions at the start of the terms and on final exams. We
initiated portions of this plan (e.g., post-course attitudinal questions) during the last academic
year and are currently in the process of implementing the remainder of the elements. The
evidence will ultimately be stored on the departmental drive where it will be accessible by a wider
audience.



3. Actions to be taken by the department:

Based on the results of attitudinal surveys from last year and the external examination of
other introductory courses at other OUS campuses, we have initiated two major changes in the
sequence: 1) The realignment of course material to better match other OUS campuses, and 2)
the addition of a fourth lecture hour to assist in the presentation of course materials. The latter
addition is sought based on student feedback suggesting that an additional lecture hour would
allow for the inclusion of best-teaching practices that would facilitate student mastery of the
material. As we continue to collect attitudinal and content-based data, further actions will be
discussed / implemented.

4. Expected enhancement to departmental programming or support to other academic units:

The expected outcome of the modifications to the Bl 211 - 213 sequence is that students will
receive a stronger foundation in biological concepts that will assist in their development as
biologists as they continue on into their upper-division coursework. This will allow for upper
division courses to be less focused on review of basic concepts and more concentrated on
relevant material (e.g., emerging technologies).



5. Plan for follow-up actions or tracking:

We will continue to collect additudinal / concept-based data to see if our modifications are
successful in meeting the challenges faced by our students. In addition, we are in the process of
developing a survey for students who do not successfully complete the sequence so that we may
ascertain why they left and work on strategies to combat these issues, if necessary.
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