Steps for Creating Shape Files in ArcGIS9.2

(1) Toolbox – Data Manage Tools – Create Personal Geodatabase

(2) In dialogue box – output location = folder; out personal GDB = filename

(3) Once created, now can add to GDB

a. Toolbox-Data Management Tools – Create Feature Dataset

i. Select GDB from step 2 above

ii. Add sub-file to GDB, blank feature dataset

(4) Now add empty feature dataset to workspace/table of contents

a. Pick the *.gdb, select feature dataset subfile

(5) In table of contents, highlight feature dataset

(6) Start Editing (from editor toolbar)

a. Use graphics tools as needed to create points, lines, or polygons

b. Use sketch tool to create polygons

c. Save/Stop Editing

(7) From table of contents, rt-click-data export to shapefil

(8) Use arc Catalog to set shapefile properties and projection

