Internet Search Engines - Google

Go to the Homepage for the search engine you generally use. Look for a link to Search tips, Help, Directions, 
or something that will lead you to a page describing how the search engine works.  Try to find answers to the following questions. Any surprises? 


1. How does it add sites to its database? How big is the database?



(do sites have to register or does the search engine use a “robot” to search them out?)

It sounds like it is a robot searching or “crawl” to them.
2. What kind of searches does it do? (keyword, subject)  Does it support all Boolean syntax? (AND, OR,  NOT)

It supports both types of searches and claims it will use all words within your search.
3. Does it give you any general tips for searching.  

Be as specific as possible without being too specific that you miss out on potential valuable information 
4. What special punctuation is necessary or helpful?

No need to worry about punctuation it doesn’t make a difference except in very rare instances.  They claim that only 5% of the time do their own employees use special punctuation to do advanced searches.
5. How does it order/rank responses?

6. Any special features? (customizing, etc.)






7. Overall, how would you rate this search engine? Any special comments?

Usually my go to search engine.  Though was not very forthcoming with information for this project.

Internet Search Engines - Yahoo

Go to the Homepage for the search engine you generally use. Look for a link to Search tips, Help, Directions, 
or something that will lead you to a page describing how the search engine works.  Try to find answers to the following questions. Any surprises? 


1. How does it add sites to its database? How big is the database?

(do sites have to register or does the search engine use a “robot” to search them out?)

2. What kind of searches does it do? (keyword, subject)  Does it support all Boolean syntax? (AND, OR,  NOT)

There are several options for doing searches within yahoo.  I was impressed with many of the different things that could be used for doing a search that they claim is specific to them.  I liked that in the a
3. Does it give you any general tips for searching.

Once again it mentions not trying to get too specific, so that you aren’t excluding any potentially useful websites.
4. What special punctuation is necessary or helpful?

No punctuation is necessary unless doing some specific searches where you are looking for an exact phrase.
5. How does it order/rank responses?

Based on relevancy to the phrase or words put into the search
6. Any special features? (customizing, etc.)

Many special customizing features for doing searches.  I was especially interested in the creative commons search for use in the field of education.




7. Overall, how would you rate this search engine? Any special comments?

Really took a stand on being user friendly and having features that would perhaps be more family friendly.
Internet Search Engines - Bing

Go to the Homepage for the search engine you generally use. Look for a link to Search tips, Help, Directions, 
or something that will lead you to a page describing how the search engine works.  Try to find answers to the following questions. Any surprises? 


1. How does it add sites to its database? How big is the database?

a. (do sites have to register or does the search engine use a “robot” to search them out?)

2. What kind of searches does it do? (keyword, subject)  Does it support all Boolean syntax? (AND, OR,  NOT)

Keyword.  It ignores all of the little words.
3. Does it give you any general tips for searching.

Make sure words are spelled correctly.  Use various phrases or wording to find different aspects or pages.
4. What special punctuation is necessary or helpful?

Only if wanting an exact phrase then use quotations
5. How does it order/rank responses?

Based on the order of the words in the phrase you will get different responses.  Put most important word at beginning
6. Any special features? (customizing, etc.)

Offers some key word instant answers under one of its menus




7. Overall, how would you rate this search engine? Any special comments?

Took a huge stand on the issue of child abuse and the internet and who they work with to help pull offensive
Internet Search Engines - Ask

Go to the Homepage for the search engine you generally use. Look for a link to Search tips, Help, Directions, 
or something that will lead you to a page describing how the search engine works.  Try to find answers to the following questions. Any surprises? 


1. How does it add sites to its database? How big is the database?

a. (do sites have to register or does the search engine use a “robot” to search them out?)

Crawls to sites and is always expanding its index
2. What kind of searches does it do? (keyword, subject)  Does it support all Boolean syntax? (AND, OR,  NOT)

Word things in phrases or questions as you would in everyday language, “like talking to a friend.”
3. Does it give you any general tips for searching.

Spelling counts.  Make sure you have a space between your words.  Word order makes a difference.
4. What special punctuation is necessary or helpful?

I was unable to find any mention of punctuation use.
5. How does it order/rank responses?

6. Any special features? (customizing, etc.)

Under the advanced features you could look things up more specifically.




7. Overall, how would you rate this search engine? Any special comments?

Seemed like the search engine to use if you were wordy and wanted to ask an entire question.  Might be good for kids
