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According to the U.S. Department of Education there were approximately 800,000 migrant children in United States schools in 2000.  Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Kentucky, Michigan, North Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, and Washington account for roughly one-third of these migrant students (Education, 1).  There are 14,588 migrant children and youth and 44,905 seasonal children and youth in Oregon according to the Oregon Department of Human Services (Moreno, 27).  Migrant children make a large portion of the students in both United States and Oregon’s classrooms.  This brings up the need for language and cultural awareness throughout the education system in order to create equality in our classrooms.  Education affects not only the children but the entire family.  Children often times are the interpreters and help navigate the various systems.


According to research published in Occupational Conditions and Well-Being of Indigenous Farmworkers, the average years of education in the United States was .2, which is roughly one and a half months.  This survey compiled data from 150 Indigenous and Nonindigenous Latino workers in Oregon (Farquhar, 2).  This data displays the importance of focusing on keeping children in the classroom while providing them with crucial information in order to help them succeed.  Additionally, this data expresses the importance of educational programs that specifically focus on increasing migrant children’s interests and ability to last in the United States school system.

Students receive a vast number of benefits from education.  Education has to be informative while providing the information in an effective strategy.  In order for students to grasp the information, teachers need to effectively portray the content of the information. Education not only provides knowledge but it also increases intellect, builds social networks, enhances career opportunities, etc.  Education provides knowledge that can be utilized toward a career which provides higher wages which can result in better housing, healthcare, and other vital necessities.  Both nationwide and in Oregon there are a plethora of education programs tailored for migrant children.  As previously stated, these various education programs need to implement education in an effective manner in order to portray the information correctly.
Migrant education Even Start, a branch of the National Even Start Association, is a school program which is designed to end the cycle of poverty while also enhancing the literacy of migrant families.  This program aims at early childhood education, adult literacy, adult basic education, and parenting education.  This program is similar to the Head Start program.  The National Even Start Association has services in all 50 states.  This program aims to provide services in order to create awareness and support for Even Start Literacy Programs.  The Even Start program is implemented through government agencies, colleges and universities, public schools, Head Start programs, as well as public and private community based groups. This program provides early childhood education to allow children to reach their full potential, adult education to enable parents to obtain literacy, as well as parenting education.  Early childhood education teaches children ages zero to three years of age which is tailored to each individual’s age.  Often times, when children are enrolled in the Even Start program their parents are involved in either adult education classes or parenting classes.  Individuals enrolled within the adult education program can take high school education courses in order to obtain their GED, including Adult Basic Education class, as well as English as a Second Language.  Although the parenting education class is a requirement, there are a lot of benefits that go along with this course.  Parents are informed regarding topics that relate to being a parent.  Credit hours and lunch is provided if this course is attended.  Even start also includes two additional services which include home visits and Parents and Children Together (PACT).  PACT encourages parents to interact with their children in order to enhance their education and allow them to be involved in their education later on in life.  PACT also allows parents to spent quality time with their children that they otherwise might not have due to various reasons including work.  The home visits are an expansion of the other various programs of Even Start.  This program incorporates the information learned from Even Start into these individuals’ daily lives.
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) is the utilization of English by individuals who speak a different native language.  There are multiple variations regarding ways for individuals to learn English as well as various programs to implement English.  These include ESL (English as a Second Language, EFL (English as a foreign language), etc.  “There are children all across Oregon who have spent years in our public schools and yet do not speak, read, or write in English” (Walker, 1).  These individuals who do not speak, read, or write in English are more vulnerable and have increased difficulty while navigating the system.  English as a Second Language (ESL) provides meticulous instruction regarding listening, speaking, reading, writing, and comprehending English.  This program focuses not only on the learning of English but it also utilizes the academic and cultural experiences of that student in order to enhance their English skills.  The ESL program teaches all aspects of curriculum which include language arts, science, social studies, and mathematics.  Eligible students include those who speak another language, besides English, in their home and/or have difficulty with English.  These students can range from preschool through high school.
The Willamette Education Service District (WESD), which focuses on “providing leadership and services for teaching and learning communities,” has numerous effective school practices that will maximize the benefits of education (Center, 1).  WESD has a migrant education program that focuses on the success of migrant students in overcoming academic challenges.  This program assists in earning a high school diploma which aids in obtaining citizens while also furthering education and future employment.   These include systems of accountability, making standards work, data-driven, decision making, data teams, effective teaching strategies, and common formative assessments.  All of these subcategories of effective school practices focus on using data to help advance effectiveness in the classroom.  System of accountability focuses on a system that trains administrators to support and advance student achievement.  Making standards work is designed for classroom teachers and administrators which teaches them how to provide essential knowledge and skills to meet standards of performance.  Data-driven decision making is utilized to assess where areas of improvement and development can occur; this is completed at the school and district levels.  Data teams are the essential individuals who create, develop, and implement the data plan that assesses the needs of the migrant students.  “In order to maximize students learning…” effective teaching strategies need to be implemented (Center, 1).  In order for the lesson plans to be effective they must take into consideration two factors.  One, being the concepts that students must know, the second is specific instructional strategies that allow the teachers to fulfill their duties.  Throughout the implementation process, assessments need to occur in order to observe if the teaching strategies are effective.  Common formative assessments are sporadic pre and post assessments which allow data teams to gather effectiveness of curriculum.  Pre and post assessments allow for a comparison to view teaching prior and following implementation of the new curriculum.  This observation method examines each individual child and their level of learning.
The Willamette Education Service Districts has multiple educational services which includes the Migrant Education Services (MES).  One of the programs under the MES that focuses on Early Childhood Education (ECE) is the Oregon Migrant Education Service Center (OMESC).  Early Childhood Education, which ranges from birth until age eight, has experienced a variety of changes throughout the past years.  Developmentally Appropriate Practices (DAP) has been the most difficult yet the most important for aiding linguistically and culturally diverse children.  Oregon Migrant Education Service Center provides educational agencies with assistance regarding planning and development of effective Early Childhood Education programs.  OMESC organizes workshops and conferences aimed at assisting migrant students.  OMESC provides services to various migrant education programs, including children enrolled in preschool programs, Migrant Head Start, as well as providing services to parents and administrators.  MESC provides critical assistance to programs that focus on linguistically and culturally appropriate Early Childhood Education techniques and approaches, native language development, and parent education.

The Oregon Migrant Education Service Center has initiated a K-12 curriculum that is implemented throughout the education system in Oregon.  “In Oregon schools, English Language Learners (ELL) are the fastest growing segment of our population” (K-12, 1).  Migrants make up a large majority of ELL students in the classroom.  The number of ELL and migrant students are posing difficulties within the classroom due to language and cultural barriers.  Throughout the state, an increasing number of teachers are being trained to work with ELL students more efficiently.  
Project Guided Language Acquisition Design (GLAD) is one model that is enabling teachers to implement education to ELL students more efficiently.  Project GLAD combines research, theory, and practical, effective strategies in order to encourage academic language and achievement, literacy, and cross-cultural skills.  This project is focused on teachers with multilingual classrooms who work with students’ kindergarten through eighth grade.  “The project has been used successfully with more than 30,000 English language learners nationwide” (What, 1).  This program allows teachers to provide effective and enjoyable instruction in various content areas including, science, social studies, and math.

Two components comprise GLADs’ teaching curriculum.  These include the “what” of the language acquisition model and the “how” of the staff training.  The “what” component involves integrating listening, speaking, reading, and writing into the various subjects and interrelating these skills with science, social studies, and literature.  Four elements comprise the “how” of staff training.  First, is the element of Theory and Research.  The training in theory and research covers the works of the various teachers throughout multiple content areas such as reading, writing, and language acquisition.  The second element focuses on The Demonstration Lessons.  Observations are occurring in order to ensure that standards are being met.  Feedback and collaboration occurs among teachers in order to provide positive criticism. Element three involves Follow-up and Coaching. This element ties back to the Demonstration of Lessons and allows for feedback, encouragement and assistance, if needed. The last element is Key Trainers, who have a GLAD certification. The certification process encompasses a minimum of six months in the classroom, two to four practice demonstration lessons with the team partners, etc. Each element involves various steps in training. Three school districts within Oregon, Forest Grove, Beaverton, and North Clackamas, have their GLAD certification and are implementing this model of education.

The High School Equivalency Program (HEP), unlike the other programs discussed, focuses on migrant children in high school. This program assists migratory and seasonal Farmworkers and their children. There is certain criterion that one must qualify for before entering this program. You cannot be currently enrolled in school and you must be over 16 years old. This program helps individuals gain employment or enter postsecondary education or training. The High School Equivalency Program attends to more than 7,000 students each year. The High School Equivalency Program has three different projects that prepare individuals for career exploration. HEP encourages students to complete the requirements for high school graduation or to receive their GED (General Educational Development), pass standardized tests, and participate in succeeding postsecondary education and career activities. If individuals want to further their education they can get involved with the College Assistant Migrant Program (CAMP).
CAMP, which is similar to HEP, assists migrant and seasonal Farmworkers or their children. CAMP provides services to individuals in their first year of undergraduate studies at an IHE (Innovative Higher Education). This program serves roughly 2,000 individuals (Migrant, 1). CAMP provides counseling, tutoring, skills workshops, financial aid stipends, health services, and housing assistance to eligible students.  This programs aids in the transition from high school to higher education; which is often times not an option for migrant children.  Migrant children feel the need to provide for their family, which means not going to college due to the need to work.  Antonio Torres, a child of a migrant farmworker, expressed an example of how his father was unable to work after an injury.  This led Antonio to feel the need to obtain a job and provide for his family instead of going to college.  Fortunately, he had a strong family support system that encouraged him to further his education.  Antonio graduated from Western Oregon University, where he was heavily involved both on and off campus with various programs.  These included forming MEChA as well as including a Chicano studies option as a minor.
Oregon Migrant Student Information System (OMSIS) is a subcategory of the Oregon Migrant Education Service Center.  The mission of OMSIS is “to promote the education and well-being of eligible migrant children by providing a computerized information network to facilitate the transfer of student academic and health records,” (Oregon, 1).  OMSIS is a result of the Improving America’s Schools Act (IASA) of 1994 which requires all states to utilize techniques of collecting, storing, and transferring migrant students’ health and academic records.  OMSIS is a statewide web based application system designed for students.  This center tracks migrant student data regarding academia and health.  The intention of this program is to provide teachers, parents, migrant children, administrators, and other educators with data on migrant students’ academia and health.  Throughout the state of Oregon, there are over 50 individuals who are OMSIS specialists.  Each regional program throughout the state must have a primary data specialist while also having the option to have an additional specialist.  OMSIS supervises migrant student academic and health information regarding enrollments, withdrawals, language assessments, supplemental services, and reports features.

Education experiences lack of funding in various programs that are considered not as necessary.  These include content areas such as music, physical activity, and migrant education programs.  Grants provide funding for these “forgotten programs.”  One such grant is the Migrant Education Program (MEP) Consortium Incentive Grant.  This grant is authorized by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, which was amended in 2001 by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  State Educational Agencies (SEA) receive monetary benefits from the United States Department of Education in order to improve migrant educational programs.  

Technology, when utilized appropriately, strengthens the effectiveness of migrant children’s education.  On July 1, 1997 the United States Department of Education awarded a technology grant to six school districts.  The purpose of this grant is to improve migrant children’s transitioning between school districts as well as encouraging the promotion to achieve high academic standards.
There are roughly 60,000 migrant children and youth within Oregon (Moreno, 27). These individuals have access to a plethora of migrant education programs that are available in the United States as well as in Oregon. The programs in Oregon include Even Start, English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), Migrant Education Services (MES), Project Guided Language Acquisition Design (GLAD), The High School Equivalency Program (HEP), and College Assistant Migrant Program (CAMP). These programs are designed to assist migrant students by encouraging them to be more comfortable, while making it easier to navigate the system. Migrant student programs progress from birth up until adulthood. Even Start focuses on young children and involves their parents, while also focusing on adult literacy until any age.
As we have seen with other educational programs, without the help of financial support, these Migrant Educational Programs would not exist today.  Though there are multiple programs available in Oregon, effective teaching strategies must be implemented in order for this material to be effectively taken in by the students. As discussed in class, even if the intentions of these programs are good we must remember that in order to be effective they must be presented in an appropriate manner and trust needs to be built between the educators and the students. These strategies may take time, but it would be the most beneficial when educating migrant children. This vulnerable population must not be forgotten and we ought to help incorporate them into our communities.
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