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Citizen Kane Day 

Orson Welles, 1941 

Week 7 Agenda 

Midterm Exam 

General Points 

Average Scores Average Scores Pt. II 
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Average Scores Pt. III Bicycle Thieves Essay 

The Departed Essay 

Welles, Kane & Hearst 

Citizen Kane:  

Background & Subtexts 

Rolling the Dice 
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Did it Pay Off? 

Which audience are you: 1941 or mid-1950s? 

Your Reactions… 1863-1951 

Kane’s Model:  

William Randolph Hearst 

Why Hearst? 
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Hearst Castle, San Simeon Other Properties 

Hearst’s Reaction 
NYC Premiere, 

May 1, 1941 

Payback 

Welles vs. Herman J. Mankiewicz Who Wrote Citizen Kane? 
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Herman Mankiewicz Orson Welles 

Now people credit Mankiewicz  
for the screenplay and Welles 
for the direction and visual appearance of  the film. 

Pauline Kael in 1971:  “Under the present rules of  the 
Guild, Welles’s name probably would not have appeared. 
[And so …] when Academy Awards night came, and 
Welles should have got the awards he deserved as actor 
and director, the award he got (the only Academy Award 
he ever got) was as co-author of  the Best Original 
Screenplay.” 

Final Words 

Welles and Toland 

Cinematography and 

Direction 

What’s the Difference? 

Gregg Toland 
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(and mise en scenes) 
Questions, Scenes 

Structure 
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Susan Alexander Scenes Kane & Love 

Kane & Wealth Kane & Promises 

Declaration of  Principles Identity 
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Identity & Fate Homework  

Homework cont. 

Post-1965 Films 

Options and Advice 

Best Options 


