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Cognitive Processing Skills in English
“The Gift” by Bobbi Jordan 

Exercise 1.3

Study Questions

1. Rectory: parsonage, rector’s dwelling, benefice, parish hall.

2. The purpose of this story is to relay an important message she learned/realized after hearing of her friend’s experience.

3. What does _________ mean?

a. A “tile person” means a person who puts down tile.

b. The phrase “brought that church to life” means the new priest brought new ideas or insights, and also fun activities for the, otherwise fading, church.  Then it was remodeled, giving it “new life,” to make it new again.

c. The tiles in the new and improved rectory were sage green, as well as (I assume from what the speaker said) the perfect shade, green towels bought for the priest.

d. “Scrimp and save” means to practice frugality, penny-pinching, in order to be able to afford the gift.

4. What does ________ mean?

a. A rectory is a house where a parish priest or minister lives.

b. The phrase “lost her son” means that her son died; is not longer living.

c. Annie’s son was very young when he died.  His exact age was not specified.

d. “Aunt Tillie” is a reference, or generic name, for someone you know, e.g. John Doe.

5. Bobbi Jordan learned that giving a gift is not about the materials exchanged, but about the love behind it all.  “You have given not the object, but your love.”

Follow-up

Step 1: Observation

Refer to book.

Step 2: Selection

Refer to book.

Step 3: Analysis

· Rectory: I simply did not know the definition.

· Young boy: age was not specified.

· Exactly right shade of green: meaning that the towels were the same sage green as the tiles?

Step 4: Assessment

Because I had already heard the story from Bobbi I understood phrases like “scrimp and save” from the context.  Reading the dialogue/transcript while listening to it did not help, or hinder my comprehension of the text.  However, it is nice to have the transcript to refer back to.

Step 5: Action

I have noticed that I tend to seek order/organization in a story.  If the story is not titles clearly enough, or I cannot organize the information as easily, I tend to miss the main point.  I think I shall try to listen more closely to see where the main point(s) or moral(s) show up in a narrative.

